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OUR PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE FOR THE 1970’s

I suppose uppermost in the minds of most Kewites there is
the resolve to attend a Kew Dinner. Some living near London are
able to attend regularly with little or no inconvenience and also
take part in the Annual General Meeting in the Autumn.

I appreciate that to many this is a desire which can be ful-
filled less frequently by reason of distance, while to those whose
lot is cast in far away countries they can perhaps achieve but one
such visit in a life-time. As one who has been fortunate in being
able to attend Kew Guild functions regularly and share in a fellow-
ship highly prized amongst us, I have given some considerable
thought to possibilities of overcoming this problem.

Of the many interesting items which appear annually in the
Journal 1 believe that relating to meetings of Kewites in various
parts of the world attracts foremost attention with its readers.
Could we not widen the scope of such meetings, not only overseas
but at home ?

With regard to Associations of Kew Guild Members abroad
I have asked the Editor if it is possible to insert in a prominent
position in the Journal items of news concerning them, such as
dates of meetings, etc., and in particular names and addresses of
their Chairman and Secretary, or Kewites who act as Convener or
Liaison Member. To this suggestion the Editor has kindly agreed.
Can I hope for an increase in the number of such Associations
overseas ?

At home I see no reason why meetings of Kewites should be
confined to the Dinner and Annual General Meeting held in
London. Why cannot meetings be arranged in other parts of
Britain, perhaps in the North or West when one of the large pro-
vincial horticultural shows is being held. Could this be arranged
as a Luncheon or Dinner Meeting ? Why not ? I believe there
is a great potential for gatherings of this nature.

If such meetings take place during my year of office as
President I will gladly do my best to be present, and regret that it
would be difficult to extend such visits outside the British Isles.

I am sure the desire for such meetings is present wherever
Kewites are situated—can we make a little effort and put it into
action ?

C. R. Stock, President, 1969/70.
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CHARLES ROBERT STOCK
President, 1969/70

Charles R. Stock was born at Iver, Buckinghamshire, in
February, 1904, and commenced his career in horticulture at Iver
Place, Bucks—better known now as ““ The Coppins ”, the home of
the Duke and Duchess of Kent. He stayed at iver Place some five
years gaining experience in a valuable training ground under the
late Mr. R. Bladon. This was followed by a further two years at
Denham Court, near Uxbridge.

He entered Kew in April, 1925, and left in November, 1927.
He first served in the Tropical Department, then in the Palm House
and T Range-—before being transferred to the Aboretum. During
his time at Kew he took full advantage of the courses of study and
also attended the land surveying classes at the Richmond Tech-
nical Institute. He took an active interest in the social activities at
Kew, being Secretary of the Cricket Club in 1927, which was
perhaps the most successful year the Club has enjoyed.

From Kew he obtained an appointment with the Dartington
Hall Estates, Totnes, Devon, being primarily engaged in the devel-
opment of an extensive tree and shrub nursery. In 1929 he joined
the Torquay Parks Department under an Old Kewite, the late Mr.
F. G. Cousins. After three-and-a-half years, mainly engaged on
landscape work, Mr. Stock proceeded to the Ealing Parks Depart-
ment, where he was responsible for a considerable area devoted to
sports. In January, 1935, he took up an appointment with the
Hornsey Borough Council as its first Parks Superintendent, and
was called upon to reorganise the departmental administration.

During 1939 he was appointed Parks Superintendent to the
Borough of Beckenham as its first designated Chief Officer, respons-
ible for the Parks Department at the time of its separation from
the Borough Engineer’s Department. Taking up his duties in April,
the outbreak of the Second World War a few months later meant
the deferment of Parks development, and the efforts of the Depart-
ment were devoted to all-out food production. Mr. Stock was also
responsible for furniture salvage in this badly bombed area, and
was attached to the Rescue Service as Engineering Officer.

At the conclusion of hostilities he prepared an extensive post-
war development programme which included much needed sports
facilities, the extension of horticultural features, and the lay-out of
several new parks, He was one of the pioneers in the development
of the Playleadership scheme.

In 1964 our President was appointed Director of Parks to the
Borough of Bromley, when this came into being as a result of the
Greater London Act. Included were the former boroughs of Beck-
enham and Bromley, and the urban Districts of Orpington and
Penge, with the Chislehurst area of the Chislehurst and Sidcup
U.D.C. Thus it became one of the largest Parks Departments in
the country. He retired in February, 1969.

(continued on page 972)
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WILLIAM HOWELL
Vice-President 1969-1971

William Howell, now in his seventy-first year, was the sixth
child of a wheelwright. He was born in the village of Dersingham,
near Sandringham, Norfolk. He commenced work at the Royal
Gardens, Sandringham, in 1913, when the late T. H. Cook was
Head Gardener. P. W. Woodhouse and C. E. Hubbard (later Dr.)
joined the staff before Howell was called up for military service
in May, 1917. Posted to the King’s Royal Rifle Corps he took part
in the “ Big Push » in March, 1918, and later served with the Army
of Occupation. He was then sent to Egypt to join an Indian Divi-
sion on a tour of duty in the Taurus Mountains. Returning to
Cairo, William attended a course of horticulture at Giza-Orman
Botanic Gardens. Among the instructors were four Old Kewites—
N. E. Brown, Director, H. Chapman, G. Crouch and F. Walsing-
ham. A further period of two years at Sandringham followed
demobilisation.

William entered Kew in April, 1922, and one of his most
pleasant memories is of sharing ** digs > with Jock Anderson and
Frank Knight, the commencement of a long and happy friendship.

From Kew, Howell moved to Glasgow Botanic Gardens where
the late G. Banks, an Old Kewite, was then Curator. A period at
Garston Manor, near Watford, followed, where he was a General
Foreman under another Old Kewite, E. Baker. His first and only
post as Head Gardener was at Stonelands in Dawlish, where he
assisted the late Walter Ingerwersen in building a rock garden on
the banks of a lively stream.

Attracted by the better prospects which existed in public parks
he joined the Department of Cambridge Corporation as Propagator.
In 1932 he was appointed as Foreman in Kelsey Park with
Beckenham Council. In this beautiful and formerly privately-
owned park, with lakes and magnificent old trees, he had the happy
task of adding to a notable collection of trees and shrubs. Promo-
tion to Senior Foreman followed, and he had his first direct associ-
ation with constructing a bowling green, an experience, which
combined with an enthusiasm for grasses, led to his specialisation
in matters of turf management.

Following the appointment of C. R. Stock (President, 1969/70)
as Parks Superintendent at Beckenham, Howell was promoted as
Assistant Superintendent and was subsequently designated as
Deputy Parks Superintendent.

Upon the outbreak of World War 2 he was immediately in-
volved with the Civil Defence, and it was not until 1941 that he
returned to parks where he was involved with the “ Dig for
Victory ”” campaign.

With the return of peace the long struggle to reinstate the old
parks and develop new ones took a considerable amount of our
Vice-President’s time, but he managed to contribute regularly to
technical journals on the many aspects of turf management. He
was also in demand as a lecturer. Specialising on turf, he gave
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instruction to students at the College of Park Administration, and
continues to give courses of lectures on Lawn Management at
Wisley and in Technical Colleges in Kent and Sussex.

In 1953 William was awarded the Prize Memorial Cup for
outstanding services to the Beckenham Horticultural Society. He
holds the Diploma of the Institute of Park Administration and is
a Fellow of the Linnean Society. Following retirement in 1964,
William visited New Zealand and Australia, where he engaged in
plant collecting and went on tours of many parks departrients and
gardens. A detailed account of these visits is given in his article
“ A visit to Kewites Down Under ™ published on pages 542-3,
K.G.J. 1965. An account of his travels has also appeared in
serialised form in the Journal of Park Administration.

Moving to Polegate, William completed the writing of his
book, Bowling Greens, Construction and Maintenance. Please see
page 976.

(continued from page 968)

Mr. Stock is a well-known member of the Institute of Park
and Recreation Administration, being elected President for the
year 1958-59. He served on the council of that organisation con-
tinuously from 1936 to 1960. He was Secretary of the London
Branch from 1936 to 1945, when he was elected Honorary Treasurer
of the Institute, a position he held for seven years. He was Chair-
man of the International Congress Committee responsible for the
arrangements of the 1st International Congress on Public Park
Administration, held in London in 1957, and Chairman of the
Committee for the Conference held at Liverpool in 1958. He rep-
resented the Institute on the British Standards Institute for Play-
ground equipment, and serves on the National Playing Fields
Association Special Committee for Playleadership and Children’s
Playgrounds.

The President was one of the prime movers in the formation
of the South-Eastern and Eastern branches of the Institute, and
took a leading part in the re-formation of the former after its
decline during the war years, and was elected Chairman in 1955-56.
He is a Trustee of the Headquarters of the Institute of Park and
Recreation Administration and the College of Training.

Mr. Stock is Warden Emeritus of Christ Church, Beckenham.
having served as Churchwarden for nine years, and is still an
active member of the Church. He is a Past President of the Rotary
Club of Beckenham and was District Governor for District 112
(Kent, and East Sussex) in 1963-64. He is still actively engaged in
Rotary affairs.

As President of the Institute of Park and Recreation Adminis-
tration he visited public parks in France, Germany and Switzerland
in 1959, and visited parks and gardens in America in 1963. He
was thus able to meet Old Kewites who were contemporary with
him at Kew. Our President served on the Guild Committee from
1941 to 1944 and again from 1961 to 1964.
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THE ANNUAL DINNER

The Annual Dinner was held at the Chatham Restaurant,
Victoria Station, on Tuesday, 20th May, 1969. Mr. E. Milne-Red-
head was President and there were 120 members and guests. The
meal was excellent, and consisted of Florida Cocktail ; Cream of
Asparagus Soup ; Roast Norfolk Turkey, Chipolata, Stuffing, Bread
Sauce, Croquette and Mashed Potatoes and Buttered Brussels
Sprouts ; Bombe Tutti Frutti; and Coffee.

Shortly after the Toast to Her Majesty, The Queen, Mr. G. E.
Brown rose to propose the toast to the President. He spoke of Mr.
Milne-Redhead’s work at Kew, his period in the Services during
the war years and of his great interest in the British Flora and in
wild life generally.

The President responded, and first referred to the vase of wild
flowers gathered from Kew, which had been placed on his table.
This he described as “‘ delightful ”. Mr. Milne-Redhead is a keen
and authoritative conservationist, and it was no surprise that he dealt
at length with this important subject. He described how the thriv-
ing patch of Ranunculus auricomus (** Goldilocks *’) had been pre-
served and encouraged in the grass behind No. 1 House. He also
referred to the fine show of Saxifraga granulata “ Meadow Saxi-
frage ”’, which thrived in the grass to the left of the Main Gate,
owing to this being left uncut until the daffodils die down.

The President referred to the steps which can be taken to
increase the population of desirable birds in gardens and parks.
He spoke of the policy of the Committee on Bird Sanctuaries in the
Royal Parks of placing nesting boxes in suitable places, and to
the attempts (so far unsuccessful) which have been made at Kew
with tawny-owl nest boxes. This policy was, he stated, important
where there was a general *‘ cleaning up * of trees.

Mr. Milne-Redhead then spoke of one of our guests, Mr.
S. A. 1. Oldham, who is Director of Parks, Glasgow. He is, he
stated, “a staunch supporter of nature conservation and fully
realises the need to educate the public to enjoy natural things
and to save (or in urban areas recreate) places where wildflowers
and wildlife can be enjoyed. He has a Conservation Officer on his
staff who sets up nature trails and deals with various conservation
problems within the city . He continued, ° Conservation is largely
a question of management of vegetation and once the essential
principles are grasped, it becomes a fascinating problem to apply
the principles to save some particular plant or animal from destruc-
tion. Courses on nature conservation are held at several of the
Field Studies centres of the Field Studies Council, and whilst few
Parks Departments can do as Mr. Oldham has done, T would like
to see at least one member of every department in the country
attending one of these courses to obtain proficiency in nature
conservation.”

Mr. Milne-Redhead then referred to the Students Course—
* Conservation is now part of the Diploma Course at Kew and the
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management of Public Open Spaces, taking into consideration the
natural history interests of these areas, is demonstrated to students
in the Surrey countryside with the active co-operation of the Surrey
Naturalists Trust ™.

The President turned to more general subjects and spoke of
the Guild and of the Guyana Expedition which it was supporting.
He thanked members of the Guild for the contributions which
they had made and ended — ‘‘I consider this plan to be an
encouraging sign that all is well with the present generation of
Kew students and that the future of the Guild is assured .

After the toast to the Kew Guild proposed by The President,
the toast to our Guests was ably proposed by Mr. A. G. Burgess,
a student. Rear-Admiral J. P. W. Furse, C.B., O.B.E., responded
and in a lively speech he said how pleased he was, with Mr.
S. A, J. Oldham, N.D.H. (the other guest), to be present.

At a word from the President the formal part of the Dinner
ended, and once again members strolled in groups to the bar. It
had been a good dinner, the speeches were short and to the point,
and a long period was left for discussion.

PROJECTS ON DISPLAY AT THE PRIZEGIVING

M. J. Alderson ... Light Transmission and Greenhouse
shading,.

Commentary on some of the factors per-
tinent to the history and present-day

existence of the British flora.

A. G. Burgess

A. J. G. Esmonde
D. G. Evemy

P. A. Goodbury ...
S. A. Goodyear ...
P. A. Ketley

C. Iles

J. B. Lawrence

Miss J. Lee
R. Mann ...
M. R. Norton
P. E. Styles
P. C. Charles
T. M. Taylor

J. P. R. Wickham

The propagating of Tomatoes for Early
Production.

The changing flora of a typical London
Borough—I.ondon Borough of Ealing.

Glasshouse Irrigation.

Landscaping under Glass.

Ficus.

Large Area Turf Maintenance Equipment.

Landscape Maintenance of Housing
Estates.

British Parasitic Plants.

Derelict Land.

Epiphytes and their cultivation.

Myosotis.

An appreciation of medicinal plants.

Colchicine application and effect on plant
mitosis.

Attempts to induce dwarfing in Garnette
Roses. Using growth retardents.
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PRESENTATION OF KEW DIPLOMAS AND PRIZES

This ceremony took place on the afternoon of Thursday,
25th September, the presentations being made by the Right
Honourable Cledwyn Hughes, M.P., Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries.

It opened at 2 p.m. when those attending—parents, students,
examiners, teaching staff and members of the Kew Staff and Old
Kewites—were able to view the exhibition of students’ work, which
was held in the Jodrell Laboratory.

The formal part of the ceremony opened at 3 p.m. when the
Director, Sir George Taylor, made a speech of introduction. During
the course of this he made many interesting references to the
students’ course. One in particular concerned the future of the
Three-Year-Course.—*“ Last year I mentioned also that develop-
ments following the Pilkington Report on horticultural education
were being closely watched to see whether any change in the Kew
Course would be necessary. It will take some time before the
impact of these is fully felt. So far, I am happy to say, Kew still
seems to be providing what many people want, as there is as yet
no falling off in applications to come here or any indication that
change is necessary. When, on taking the Directorship of Kew,
I considered the future of the Kew Course, the two years’ certificate
course, as it then was, I felt that I had to recommend that the
instruction should be framed with the Royal Horticultural Society
National Diploma of Horticultural Examinations in mind. This
recommendation was accepted by the Ministry and within the
limits of what can be taught at Kew, has been followed ever since.
It will I hope continue to be followed so long as the Society con-
tinues its present high standards, and 1 have no reason to believe
it will be eroded. I am glad to be able to tell you that once again
there are successes to be recorded in the R.H.S. Examinations.
We have Mr. Esmonde, one of our present Students who has
passed a Final of the N.D.H., and five have passed the Intermediate
stage. Three past Kew Students have been successful in the Final
N.D.H. in section 6, and we shall all wish to congratulate them on
this splendid performance, because the N.D.H. is without any ques-
tion the real hall-mark of a completely trained horticulturist. I
have always regarded a proper use of the training potential of our
large living collections as a function of very great importance in
order to provide a fully rounded course of instruction. We teach many
things at Kew that can be learnt equally well and even better else-
where, but here in addition, there is an extensive range of plants
which used rightly by students, can furnish a wide knowledge of
the world’s flora and the ways in which exotic plants can be grown
successfully in a British climate. Apart from Kew, only the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, the Cambridge Botanic Garden and
the Royal Society’s Horticultural Garden at Wisley provide similar
work for students among collections. These other Gardens would
I am sure be the first to acknowledge that the Kew collections are
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more comprehensive than their own, but taken together these
institutions provide something which cannot be obtained elsewhere.
With changes to come it must preserve for those who want it the
unique opportunities which botanic and similar gardens are for.
There will always be a place for these and students who wish to
take advantage of them.”

The Minister who followed, made a reference in his speech
to the conditions which students found in former times. Speaking
of the present Three-Year-Course he continued—*‘ Times have
changed for the better. When you, Sir George, came to Kew the
Student Gardeners were taught only six subjects and had to attend
all the lectures in the evenings. The students must have been tired
from a hard day’s work in the hothouses. Worse than the House
of Commons, or a hard slog in the open air., and Kew Student
Gardeners have been putting up with those conditions since the
Course first began over a hundred years ago in 1858. Well, those
must have been a hardy race of students and it is no wonder that
they made such a name for themselves in later life. T have no
doubt that the present generation is as hardy as its predecessors.
although the lectures now are given in the day time, certainly the
students today must be stretched intellectually a good deal more
than in the old days, because now you have to master over twenty
subjects instead of the original six. The effect of this much higher
standard of training will be accumulated over the years, and as
these young men from Kew move out into the profession year by
year, the standard of the work they do, as they rise in positions of
authority in the horticultural world must generally raise the
standards of the industry in our country and indeed in those many
countries to which our students venture.”

Speaking of the prizes and awards he said—“1 am also im-
pressed by the number of prizes presented by the Kew Guild. This
prize-giving is a joint effort between the official Kew and the Guild,
and T congratulate this year’s President, Mr. Milne-Redhead, on the
great interest which the Guild takes, and has always taken, in the
training here at Kew ™.

The prizes were presented. After a few closing remarks by
Sir George Taylor, the ceremony closed for tea which was served
in the Orangery.

Kewites, learning and learned, have much to gain from the
book by our Vice-President, W. Howell. Part of a review which
was recently published sums this book up very well indeed—** The
immediate impression, confirmed by a closer study, given by this
book is the thoroughness with which the author has treated his
subject. No detail is too small to be unworthy of attention.”

It is titled Bowling Greens, published by F. J. Parsons, Ltd.,
The Adelphi, John Adam Street, London, W.C.2. Price 30/-.
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KEW DIPLOMA AND PRIZES, 1969

Kew Diploma. This is awarded to students who have com-
pleted satisfactorily a three-year course of study at the Royal
Botanic Gardens. The following students received the Diploma
this year : M. J, Alderson, A. J. G. Esmonde, D. G. Evemy, P. A.
Goodbury, S. A. Goodyear, C. les, P. A. Ketley, J. B. Lawrence,
Miss J. Lee, R. Mann, M. R. Norton, P. E. Styles, P. C. Summer-
well, T. M. Taylor and J. P. R. Wickham.

Bentham-Moxon Trust The following prizes were awarded
under the aegis of the Bentham-Moxon Trust :

The Ernest Thornton-Smith Travelling Scholarship (Value :
£800). This prize is presented jointly by Mr. Ernest Thornton-
Smith and the Thornton-Smith Young People’s Trust under the
auspices of the Worshipful Company of Gardeners (of which Mr.
Thornton-Smith is Senior Past Master), to enable a Kew student-
gardener to travel to the Caribbean or Tropical South America
for the purpose of enlarging his knowledge of the plants of these
regions. It is awarded at the discretion of the Director, Royal
Botanic Gardens. This year the scholarship has been awarded to
D. G. Evemy.

G. C. Johnson Memorial Prize. This prize, which consists of
a copy of the R.H.S. Gardeners’ Dictionary, together with a cheque
for £27, is presented from a fund administered by the Bentham-
Moxon Trustees on behalf of The Grower. It was founded in
memory of Mr, G. C. Johnson, a famous ““Old Kewite” who
had the interests of Kew students very much at heart. It is
awarded for the best overall performance on the Kew Diploma
course, and has been won in 1969 by A. J. G. Esmonde.

Kingdon-Ward Prize. In memory of the late Frank Kingdon-
Ward, to whom gardeners owe a great debt for the contribution
his plant-collecting expeditions made to British gardens. The prize
was founded by his sister, Miss Winifred Kingdon-Ward, to pro-
vide a yearly prize of £10 to a Kew student-gardener for an essay
on a horticultural subject. The prize this year was won by D. T.
Maguire.

Landsman Bookshop Prize. This prize (value : 2 guineas) is
awarded for the best work on landscape design and garden con-
struction. It has been awarded this year to P. E. Styles.

Sir Joseph Hooker Prize.* Presented by Sir George Taylor,
Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, in memory of his famous
predecessor, Sir Joseph Hooker, to the student who has done most
for the Mutual Improvement Society. Won this year by A. G.
Burgess and J. P. R. Wickham jointly.

Kew GuIiLD PRrizEs.

The following prizes have been presented by the Kew
Guild : —
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Matilda Smith Memorial Prize. Awarded in memrory of
Matilda Smith, artist at Kew for many years, to the student
adjudged best at practical work. Won this year by J. P. R.
Wickham.

C. P. Raffill Prize* Awarded in memory of C. P. Raffill, a
former well-known Assistant Curator of the Royal Botanic
Gardens, to the student giving the best paper to the Mutual
Improvement Society. Won this year by D. T. Maguire.

Diimmer Memorial Prize. As part of their training. student-
gardeners are required to make a collection of properly dried,
named, mounted and labelled specimens of British flora. The prize
for the best collection has this year been awarded to P. E. Styles.

Proudlock Prize. The runner-up for the best plant collection
also receives a prize, awarded this year to D. G. Evemy.

Prize for the best garden plot. During the first year of the
course students are required to cultivate a garden plot. The prize
for the best plot by a student finishing this year is awarded to
F. E. Styles.

Prize for the best individual study. Student-gardeners are
required to carry out an individual study project during their
course. The prize for the best one has been awarded to J. P. R.
Wickham.

Refund of N.D.H. Examination Fees. The Kew Guild refund
the fees of successful N.D.H. finalists. Eligible this year is A. J. G.
Esmonde.

Mutual Improvement Society. The Society awards the follow-
ing prizes : —

Mutual Improvement Society’s Prize.* For the member who
has taken the most active part in its discussions and debates. It
has been awarded this year to A. J. G. Esmonde.

Students’ Union Prize £5 5s. 0d.

Plant Identification Tests, 1968-69. Prize for the best perform-
ance awarded to M. J. Leppard.

Photographic Society. Mr. S. W. Rawlings, Assistant Curator,
kindly presents a prize for the best photographic effort by a Kew
student-gardener. Is has been awarded this year to P. A. Ketley.

* The recipients of the three prizes starred are chosen by ballot among
the Mutual Improvement Society’s members. (The Mutual Improvement
Society is an association of students and stall which meets regularly to
hear papers read by its members, and organise debates, visits and other
activities to further its horticultural knowledge.)
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 1969

The A.G.M. was held in the Lecture Theatre at Kew on
27th September, 1969, at 2.30 p.m. The President, Mr. E. Milne-
Redhead was in the Chair with the Hon. Editor, Mr. G. E. Brown,
the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. B. Simmons, the Hon. Secretary, Mr.
F. N. Hepper, and 45 other members present. Members were
welcomed by the President who rejoiced that once again we had
a fine sunny day for the meeting which afforded friends and
relations the best opportunity to view the Gardens.

Apologies for Absence. The following apologies had been
received : Mr. F. Flippance, Mr. A. Hart, Mr. K. McCreadie,
Mr. R. C. McMillan, Mr. L. Pemberton, Mr. A. D. Schilling and
Mr. M. J. S. Sands.

Deceased Members. Members stood while the following
names were read out: T. D. Boyd, H. E. Downer, F. Glover,
L. J. Harding, R. F. Riebe, H. Ruck, G. Scott, Mrs. M. E. Suck-
ling and Miss N. Wiltshire.

Minutes of the last A.G.M. having been circulated to all mem-
bers in the Journal (Vol. VIII, No. LXXIII, pp. 870-873 (1969))
they were approved by the meeting and signed by the President.
No matters were arising.

Reports of the Guild Officers :—

The Accounts for the year ending 31st December, 1968, had
been audited and printed in the Journal, pp. 958-959. Mr. W. E.
Storey proposed and Mr. N. Prockter seconded that they be
approved, and it was agreed unanimously. The Hon. Treasurer
gave a summary of the previous year’s financial account and
detailed the half-yearly accounts which had been circulated in the
notice of the meeting. (Up to 30th June, 1969 : receipts £443;
expenses £437 ; assets : Charities Official Investment Fund, 3,155
shares at £1 3s. 81d. ; deposit account £646 ; current account £132.)
Mr. Simmons was thanked by the Chairman for producing such a
satisfactory statement.

Sale of Guild Emblems. Samples of the various items avail-
able had been placed on display by Mr. R. 1. Beyer, and the
following had been sold partly as a result of having them on view
at the Dinner : 12 ties, 3 blazer badges and 14 scarves.

Membership. The following figures were given : Life Mem-
bers 264 (including 23 whose addresses are unknown); Members
445 (composed of 369 away from Kew, 50 staff and 26 students).

Mr. R. Shaw then raised several matters that were troubling
him. He felt the turnout at the A.G.M. was entirely unrepresenta-
tive of the Kewites and few of the younger generation were present.
Why ? because there was nothing to interest them, he said. Wisley
held activities, a lunch and tea on the day of their A.G.M. and
by comparison Kew Guild’s was a ““dead duck . Younger mem-
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bers of the Kew Staff would join if they saw something going on.
Could it be combined with Round the Gardens race or other
function ? The President pointed out that there were two other
opportunities to meet at the dinner and at the A.G.M. tea. Others
present felt the attendance of over forty with about 90 at the tea
was not bad considering the wide geographical dispersal of the
membership. The Editor recalled what a valuable service the
Journal does in linking members and providing a vehicle for news.
It was finally agreed that the matter of activities on the same day
as the A.G.M. to encourage membership participation should be
considered by the Committee.

The Journal. The Hon. Editor stated that interest was main-
tained in the Journal and that there was a steady flow of articles
and news items for future publication. The very fact that mem-
bers who must be busy find time to write in is very encouraging.
He mentioned also that the Journal was produced against a back-
ground of rising prices, a matter which will have to be considered
in future years. He went on to say that articles for a special
supplement to the Journal were ready. This would celebrate the
Royal Visit to Kew when the Queen opened a new wing of the Her-
barium and The Queen’s Garden. The trustees of the Bentham-
Moxon Fund had been asked for a grant of £70, about half the
cost of printing (estimated at £140), which was felt to be more than
the Guild could reasonably be expected to bear. Although the
original approach to the Director about two years before had been
optimistic there was now some doubt about the possibility of a
grant. (In fact, a few days after the A.G.M. a formal rejection of
the application was received). The Editor stated that whatever
happened the publication of the supplement would go ahead even
if economies had to be made in the Journal itself. Mr. N. J.
Prockter felt the Guild could sell the supplements as he was sure
there would be a wide demand if it was brought to the attention of
readers of magazines and horticultural newspapers. Mr. J. P. M.
Brenan supported this and hoped that the Committee would con-
sider printing many hundred extra copies in their own covers to
make it really worthwhile.

Collection of photographs. Twenty-seven extra photographs
had been received during the year and the collection was on view
at the Annual Dinner.

Annual Dinner. This was again held at the Chatham Restaur-
ant, Victoria, on Tuesday, 20th May, 1969. Our President, Mr. E.
Milne-Redhead, presided, and 120 members and guests were
present. Rear-Admiral J. P. W. Furse was the guest who responded
to the toast, and Mr. S. A. J. Oldham, Director of Parks, Glasgow,
was also present. In his speech Mr. Milne-Redhead referred to the
moral and financial support given by the Guild and its members
to the Guyana Expedition being organised by the student gardeners.
He applauded their initiative and he felt that this opened a new
sphere of activity for the Guild and he wished the venture well.
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Another precedent at the Dinner was set by the presentation of the
Certificate of Honorary Membership to Mr. S. A. Pearce: Mr.
I. R. Sealy was unable to be present to receive his certificate.

A member raised the question of the venue and timing of the
annual dinner. He thought it could be held at Kew later in the
year, but other members present were not enthusiastic. It was
agreed that a questionnaire could be included in the next Journal
asking the opinion of members.

The Prize Day. The Secretary reported that the prizes had
been distributed to the students two days before the A.G.M. and
the exhibits had been left up for inspection by Guild Members.

The Rt. Hon. Cledwyn Hughes, M.P., the Minister of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, who distributed the prizes, spoke of
the achievements at Kew of Sir George Taylor who had declared
this to be his final prize-giving before retirement.

The Secretary then initiated discussion on the eligibility of
the Proudlock Cup which is awarded to the winner of the lawn
tennis competition. This matter had been discussed at length in
committee which resolved to raise it at the A.G.M. for the con-
sideration of the membership. Discussion revolved round the
definition of Kewite in the original terms of reference when the
prize was donated over thirty years ago. Members agreed that the
donor had in mind anyone working at the R.B.G., Kew, and not
simply a paid up member of the Guild. The term Kewite had since
become more closely defined with the introduction of formal
membership and it was felt that this was not what Mr. Proudlock
had in mind. In view of the decline in numbers of those playing
tennis it was important not to restrict unnecessarily the competition.
Mr. Hepper proposed and Mr. Pearce seconded that eligibility of
the Proudlock Cup should be extended to *“ any person who works
or has worked at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew .

The Guild Committee. Retiring members of committee were
Mr. A. T. Buckley, Mr. G. Joy, Dr. C. R. Metcalfe, Mr. W. E.
Storey besides Mr. Milne-Redhead as President and Mr. F. L.
Squibbs as Vice-President, who were all thanked for their willing
service. The retiring student representative, Mr. G. Burgess, was
replaced by Mr. M. Wilkinson at the nomination of the Students
Union. Mr. H. J. Fleigner was the retiring auditor.

Proposed alterations to the Rules. Before the election of
Officers took place alterations to the rules were proposed which
affected the election (Rules 9a, 10a). All members had been circu-
lated with the printed notices of the A.G.M. on which appeared
the following rewording of Rule 3a: ‘ Membership of the Guild
shall be open to past and present Curators, Assistant Curators,
Garden Supervisors, Student Gardeners, Professional and Executive
members of the staff of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and
Wakehurst Place; also Voluntary Student Gardeners, Research
Scientists and Liaison Scientists (providing they have worked at
Kew or Wakehurst Place for at least one year) ™.
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The Hon. Secretary said that this wording had been worked
out by a sub-committee and approved by the Committee in order
to accommodate certain categories that should be eligible for
membership. Mr. Brenan proposed the addition of the word
““ continuously ” between “ worked ”” and ‘“at” in the parenthesis
and this was carried. However, considerable discussion ensued
during which the surprising conclusion was reached by those present
that it was now unnecessary to detail the categories in this way.
The Hon. Secretary pointed out that he had always understood
that this had been done to exclude the industrial staff from mem-
bership who might use it as a supposed qualification when applying
for other work. Nevertheless members felt that only those with
long service at Kew would be sufficiently interested to join and
why should they, who have given much to Kew be excluded from
membership of the Guild ? The amendment was referred back to
the Committee by Mr. N. J. Prockter and seconded by Mr. F.
Ballard.

The other amendments to Rules 9a and 10a to add Honorary
Assistant Secretary were carried nem. con. The Hon. Secretary
stressed that this provision was not because of pressure of work,
although Mr. Sands had performed a very useful function taking
the minutes of the Committee meetings, but to give continuity
should the Hon. Secretary be abroad. (By a curious twist of events
it so happened that Mr. Sands had just left for the Far East and
Mr. Hepper was about to leave for West Africa!)

Election of Officers, Members of Committee and Auditor. The
Committee had nominated the following and as no further nomina-
tions had been received they were put to the vote one by one and
duly elected : President : Mr. C. R. Stock ; President-Elect : Dr.
P. G. Greenway (Nairobi) ; Vice-President : Mr. W. Howell ; Hon.
Editor : Mr. G. E. Brown ; Hon. Treasurer : Mr. J. B. Simmons ;
Hon. Secretary : Mr. F. N. Hepper ; Hon. Assistant Secretary : Mr.
M. J. S. Sands; Members of Committee: Mr. E. Baverstock
(Sidcup), Mr. J. Sales (Chelmsford), Mr. W. J. Karani (Nairobi),
Mr. J. Woodhams (Kew) ; Hon. Auditor : Mr. J. Keesing (Kew).

Mr. Stock then expressed his thanks on being elected President
and outlined his plans to bring together Kewites in different parts
of the country as he travels about. Dr. Greenway also sent a
message from Nairobi saying that although he was honoured by
the proposal to have him as President-Elect he could not see how
he would be able to function as an active President short of resign-
his post! But the Guild wished to honour him as a very distin-
guished Kewite and ways would be found, such as taping his
message for the Annual Dinner.

Business was concluded, and as usual, tea was taken in the
Orangery with members’ families and guests.

F. NIGEL HEPPER, Hon. Secretary.
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ASSOCIATION OF KEW GARDENERS IN AMERICA

When Howard Swift relinquished the presidency of the Associ-
ation of Kew Gardeners in America in September, 1967, it seemed
to mark the end of an era. Howard had held this group together
to a large extent through personal contact with individuals,
particularly with long-time members who especially valued their
contact with former Kewites. We are all very grateful for the
efforts Howard made on behalf of the Association.

Meanwhile the ‘“ Head Office ” for the Association has been
transferred from the Cleveland Garden Centre to the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, and from here we are en-
deavouring to keep the flame burning.

In 1968 we took advantage of the fact that some Kewites
would be attending the annual meeting of the International Society
of Plant Propagators, held in Toronto in early December of that
year. A dinner was arranged by Alan Carson followed by a social
evening at the Carson home. Al Fordham, from the Arnold
Arboretum, was the only member from “ south of the border >,
all others being resident in Canada. Although it was basically a
Canadian affair, it was interesting to listen to reminiscences in
widely-ranging accents — from members, mostly Canadian by
adoption.

Some of our senior members were missed on this occasion,
but to compensate, the Toronto locale made it possible for some
to attend for the first time. The group on this occasion comprised :
James Taylor (1936) and Mrs. Taylor, Alfred Fordham (1937),
Robert Keith (1937) and Mrs. Keith, Alan Carson (1953) and Mrs.
Carson, Tan Smith (1953) and Mrs. Smith, Roy Forster (1957) and
your President and Mrs. Laking (both 1941). This list has been
made from memory and it is my hope that it is complete.

We are greatly indebted to Alan Carson and his wife for
excellent dinner arrangements and for opening their home to us
afterwards in such a hospitable manner.

For the record, the business meeting brought forth two new
members to the directorate. Roy Forster was appointed Canadian
Director replacing your President, and Al Fordham as replacement
for the late Henry Downer.

In 1969, the Kew Dinner was held on September 16th in
Philadelphia at the Ben Franklin Hotel, headquarters for the
American Horticultural Congress. This attracted a group of six-
teen including guests from Edinburgh and Wisley. The highlight of
reminiscences was provided by one of our beloved senior members,
George H. Pring, who attended with his daughter, Mrs. Russell
Siebert.

This occasion was arranged by a member of the younger
generation of Kewites, Michael Dodge of * Winterthur ” in Dela-
ware, and we are indebted to him also for his excellent slide
presentation of Kew which everyone appreciated and enjoyed.
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At the 1969 meeting, Wisley was represented by Roy Boutard,
Angus Heeps, Christopher Chowins, and Patrick Seymour from
Edmonton, represented Edinburgh. Kew was represented by George
H. Pring (1906) and guest Mrs. Siebert, Clement Agate (1926) and
guest Herbert Perrin, Alfred Fordham (1937), Gordon DeWolfe
(Kew Herbarium 1939-41), Patrick Nutt (Wisley 1950, Kew 1953)
and guest Derek Paterson, Ronald Bauman (1962), Michael Dodge
(1961), and your President and Mrs. Laking (both 1941).

Since this meeting, regretfully we have learned of the passing of
two more of our outstanding senior Kewites, Professor Henry L. R.
Chapman (Kew 1919), known best for his work at the Beal Botan-
ical Garden, Michigan State University from 1926-1950, and more
recently Mr. J. H. Beale (Kew 1911) of Ridgefield, Conn., who
we shall long remember for his book The Evergreen published in
1960.

LESLIE LAKING, President, A.K.G.A.

“SONGS OF PRAISE”
or
“ TREE-TOP PRAYERS ™

Two blackbirds chatted on a tree :
“Tt’s strange ™, said one, *‘ there seems to be
No crumbs today for you and me,

I think that’s odd, T really do,

There is no bread for me or you.

In fact, there’s no-one here at Kew !
Just look around ; this tree is tall
And we can see from wall to wall.
There are no humans here at all !
Not a biscuit, cake or crumb.

I never thought the day would come
When I would have an empty tum!”

The other bird, a wiser thing,
Stretched a leg and shook a wing :

“ Praise God , he said, ““ and sing.
The human beings, so they say,

Just once a year must stay away

I hear they call it Christmas Day.
The earth is hard, but never mind
Let’s hope our God is very kind
And leaves us many worms to find.”

Then looking at St. Anne’s, he said,
““ All creatures need to be well fed.
Give unto us our daily bread.”

A. W. EVERETT,
Night Watchman—Herbarium.
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STUDENTS’ UNION REPORT

It is with some regret that we said our farewell to the former
President of the Union, Mr. A. Ketley. The work he so sedulously
carried out for the Union was by no means little. May I take this
opportunity through the Guild Journal to express the students’
sincere thanks to him.

Much has been achieved over the past few months. With the
guidance and help of the Curator and Mr. Pemberton, the course
has been completely reorganised. A more even distribution of
lectures over the three years and a stiffening up of examination
procedure will result in the course being harder, but more reward-
ing and worthy of the name of Kew.

The Union has undergone radical changes. The executive
body which consisted of about 15—President, Secretary, Treasurer
and the Secretaries of the various activities has been abandoned.
As a replacement we have a 7-man committee consisting of Presi-
dent, Secretary and five members. Each of these will be able to
carry the load more smoothly and efficiently, leaving the Secretaries
of the other activities to devote more time to their work, which is
so essential to the social life of us all.

Many students have these past twelve months organised them-
selves into “ study groups ”, working for the N.D.H. Intermediate
and for the increasingly popular Certificate and Diploma in Arbori-
culture. Their work has not been in vain.

Once again problems were met in trying to find accommoda-
tion, some students having to travel daily as far as Ealing and
Putney Bridge. Accommodation in Kew is becoming more and
more difficult to find and the situation will I fear, be acute in the
not too distant future. There is no doubt that very soon some sort
of accommodation arrangement will have to be provided. There
is a small committee looking into this problem and if any past
Kewites have any ideas these will be greatly appreciated.

Lastly, may I convey our thanks to the Officers of the Union.
Without their enthusiasm very little could be achieved at all.

CoLIN HILTON, President, 1969/70

WEDDING BELLS

P. A. Goodbury (1969) to Miss Valerie Underwood at Bethel
Evangelical Free Church, Leicester, on 23rd August, 1969.

G. N. Graham (1967) to Miss M. Jones (1968) on 17th May,
1969, at St. Andrew’s Church, Bebington, Wirral, Cheshire.

A. R. Smith, (1967) to Miss Alison Milnes on 25th July, 1968.
K. Woolliams (1963)—his wife’s name being Akiko.

Members will also wish all happiness to the Director, Sir
George Taylor, who was married to Lady Colwyn on 15th May,
1969.
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Social Section. The first event of the year was the Kew/
Wisley Dance, organised by Wisley and held in the Esher Town
Hall. It was very successful, especially for Wisley, winners of the
race. The Wine and Cheese Party for the new intake of students
in October, duly organised by B. Roby, the retiring Secretary,
created a great deal of interest and enthusiasm. The Christmas
Party was held in early December. The theme was masks and the
music provided by a discotheque gave us interesting and exciting
music to dance to. I would like to thank all concerned for a

successful year. S. A. WILTON, Hon. Secretary.

Table Tennis. The Society has been relatively active during
the past season. Practices are held every Monday evening and
also at other times. External matches are arranged with neigh-
bouring institutions through the season. The team must be one
of the strongest in the history of Kew with star players as R. Storr,
A. Andoh, A. P. Child and C. B. Bamkole.

C. B. BAMKOLE, Hon. Secretary.

Music Circle. The last of our meetings at the home of Dr.
Metcalfe in Pensford Avenue was held in August following his
retirement. This was particularly well attended with the audience
almost spilling over into the next room. A farewell party was
given by Dr. and Mrs. Metcalfe on July 26th, when many past and
present members attended. We hope to start meeting again in
1970 initially using the Jodrell Common Room. On 16th December
a party of twenty-five sang Christmas Carols in the Kew area,
collecting £16 for Oxfam. We thank Dr. and Mrs. Metcalfe for
welcoming the Music Circle to their home for the last twenty years.
May they enjoy a happy retirement.

G. P. Woob, Hon. Secretary.

Tennis Club. Following the pattern of recent years, the courts
were popular in the early part of the season, but interest waned
during the holiday months. No less than four members of the club
also attended the XIth International Botanical Congress in Seattle.
Regular weekend play was not established to the extent we had
hoped. The Nathismus Cup was won by the Natural History
Museum, and the Proudlock tournaments were abandoned for the
lack of entries. The club is grateful to the two students, M. A.
Childs and D. Owen, who maintained the courts.  p R. HunT.

Athletics. The section has had less success this season than
previously, but it is hoped that this will only be a temporary set-
back. Training for 1970 has already been undertaken.

Kew/Wisley Race. The 19th Annual Race was held on
March 8th. one the hottest days for this month on record. Thirteen
teams entered. The race was started on Kew Green at 2.00 p.m.
by the Director, Sir George Taylor. Alas, this year saw the end
of Kew’s domination of the race after six years! The race was won
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by Wisley in a time of 1 hr. 53 mins. 33 secs. for a distance of 19.1
miles. Pershore was second for the third consecutive year, followed
by Kew. Only 63 secs. separated the first three teams—the closest
race so far. During the dance which followed the Director of
Wisley, Mr. F. P. Knight, presented the prizes. The Pring Cup,
Invitation Cup and 1st Team medals went to Wisley. 2nd Place
medals to Pershore and the Maori Batons to Kew. Other teams
taking part were : Askham Bryan, Edinburgh, Grotto, Hadlow,
Kew Guild, Merrist Wood, Oaklands, Wisbech and Writtle. The
Kew Guild team finishing fifth in 1 hr. 55 mins. 28 secs.

Round Bredon Race. This was the second year of the race
sponsored by Pershore Institute of Horticulture. It was held on
17th May. Seven teams lined up at the start in a light shower of
rain, following a week of fine weather. A heavy fall of hail during
the third lap made the going particularly difficult, in spite of
which M. Holloway completely shattered the lap record. Medals
were presented to the first three teams by Mr. Alwin (Pershore)
during the dance and Bar B-Q which followed.

Civil Service Sports Day. Kew still have not recovered the
domination of these sports they have enjoyed in the past. More
individuals took part this year, giving us slightly more points than
the 154 of last year but there is still room for improvement. Kew
took several places in the novelty events.

B. RoBY, Hon. Secretary.

Cricket. The season opened up with considerable enthusiasm
and with two good wins, but later, owing to “ examination fever
a number of matches were cancelled. The match against Wisley
was abandoned half-way through owing to rain. The highlight of
the season was the Staff v. Students Match which after a really
hard fight was won by the Staff, much to the surprise of the

Students. M. WILKINSON, Hon. Secretary.

Mutual Improvement Society. 1969-70 session. The session
provided a variety of lectures by students, staff and outside
speakers. Attendances continued to maintain a steady improve-
ment and much credit must be given to the committee, who worked
hard to put the Society back on its feet. The “ Ad Lib” contest
had twelve competitors, M. Leppard winning the Keith Jones Cup
with his talk on ‘“ Alcohol . The Kew-Wisley debate had the
motion—*‘ The Pill is no solution to the population problem ™.
Mrs. Pemberton convincingly argued against the mction and it was
defeated. The “1.Q.” Quiz proved a great success under the chair-

manship of Mr. King. G. R. WatTs, Hon. Secretary.

Football. During the 1968-69 season the weather was con-
sistently unfavourable and only one half of the arranged fixtures
took place. Of the ten games played there were three wins and
one draw. The 1969-70 season has begun with two defeats by the
R.H.S. Wisley Gardens and by the Merrist Wood Farm Institute.

A. P. HARVEY, Hon. Secretary.
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Photographic Club. A slide evening is planned with members
showing their favourite slides. Provided that there is sufficient
support it is hoped that such evenings become a regular feature.
The annual competition is to be held on the 25th February, from
which the best slides will be selected and entered in the Wisley,
Edinburgh and Kew Competition. The various social and sporting
events of the Students’ Union are covered by the Photographic
Club and post-card size black and white prints and/or colour
slides are available at modest prices.

P. Dunwoob, Hon. Secretary.

THE FOUNDING OF THE ORCHID DIGEST
(published California)

Mention was made of Mr. C. N. Warren (1912) in the K.G.J.,
1963, p. 298 and 1968, p. 896. Mrs. Warren has kindly sent us a
copy of the May, 1968, Orchid Digest (published California).
Within this copy is an article ‘“ The Founding of the Orchid
Digest ” by John Walters and Art Sear. This will be of great
interest to Kewites and we therefore reproduce this in full : —

In September, 1937, a group of hobbyists, members of the
Orchid Society of California (which had been organised only that
April), proudly published Volume 1, Number 1 of a new magazine,
The Orchid Digest. The little magazine (it was only 54 x 8% inches,
and had just twenty pages, including covers and two blank pages for
notes) was not lavishly illustrated with colour photographs (or any
photographs for that matter) but the index to the articles in that
first issue still sounds interesting : ‘“ An Amateur Orchid Grower’s
start ’, by H. E. Metcalfe, the Society’s President ; ** Orchids as a
hobby ., by Thomas Kirkwood ; a reprint from the Australian
Orchid Review, Cattleyas, by B. P. Dunster, of Tunbridge Wells,
England ; a number of brief items; and two articles, on * Cool-
Growing Spray Orchids” and on ““ Commercial Orchids ”, both
signed by Mr. Cyril Warren.

A second glance at the cover of Number 1 reveals that it was
edited by “C. and A. Warren ”’, Mr. Cyril Warren and his wife
Anita. Like many another pioneering Editor, Mr. Warren had to
start off writing much of his own magazine. In Mr. Warren’s case,
it probably wasn’t difficult, for Cyril Warren was well, even
uniquely, qualified to talk about orchids. In addition to broad
experience in orchid growing, Cyril Warren’s early formal training
included study at Kew Gardens with R. A. Rolfe, the originator
of the famous Orchid Review.

Training at Kew Gardens
Requirements for entry into the training at the Royal
Botanic Gardens at Kew included eight years of practical experi-
ence, either with a private grower or in a commercial nursery.
In other words, the candidate had to be well-trained in growing
practices, and needed a general knowledge of plants to begin.
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Besides the apprenticeship requirement, the applicant was inter-
viewed and placed on the waiting list. At that time only 26 students
a year entered training. Before entering Kew, Mr. Warren had the
pleasure of working for Mrs. Temple, owner of the White Star
Line and of a large orchid collection. Says Mr. Warren, ““ She gave
1e a special room in which to work and helped me study botany
in conjunction with my work in the orchid house. She put lamps
in the library for me to study by ™.

With this background Mr. Warren’s entry to Kew was
assured : ‘“ At Kew you had to work 12 hours a day. You started
work at 6 o’clock in the morning and got off an hour, at 8. One-
half hour of that time had to be devoted to the study of botany—
you had to go around and examine the various botanical specimens
in bloom in the garden. Then, everyone worked until 6 o’clock
each evening.

“ Lectures were four nights a week, at 7 o’clock. Then, you
had to write up lectures and have them in the Curator’s office by
9 o’clock the next morning. You can see, we burned the midnight
oil very often. (In addition, if you wished to be in the swing of
things, you belonged to the cricket and football clubs.) We had
five different lectures : physics and chemistry by Professor Haas ;
geographic botany by Rolfe ; economic botany ; plant collecting ;
and fertilizers. These lectures continued throughout the two-year
course.

“When I was at Kew, a painter, Miss North, was doing all
the pictures of orchids. I was in charge of the orchid house at that
time—that was in 1911. Miss North was one of the finest painters
of Orchids. In fact, one of the galleries at Kew is filled with her
paintings. We used to notify her when something new was begin-
ning to open. Once, a Stanhopea wardii flowered in my house, so
I called her to come and paint it. However, she would not paint it,
except under the conditions in which the plant was growing. For
example she would not take the plant into the potting shed, she
would paint it right there in the hothouse.

“We used to close the greenhouses from 1 to 2 p.m. every
day. So, I went to her and said that we had to close up for this
hour. Now, being a determined soul, she said that she would be
all right and would continue her work. I said that was fine with me,
but I would have to lock the doors. I went back into the house at
2 p.m. but I did not see her. There was her easel standing in one
corner and there was Stanhopea hanging down with three flowers
on it, but no Miss North. I walked on into the next house to see
what she might be doing. As I turned by the door, I caught sight
of a shoe sticking out from under the bench. I got hold of her,
dragged her out, and revived her. She had fainted because it was
so hot and stuffy in the closed greenhouse.”

Orchid Collecting Expeditions

Mr. Warren has a vivid memory of his early experiences and
many mementos to remind him of these events. One story, in
particular, gives further insight into his remarkable career.
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*“In September, 1912, I met the great explorer, Eugene Andre,
who was a naturalist and had studied in the Guianas. He was, at
that time, the head explorer and collector for the Baron Rothschild.
Andre was in London interviewing people with orchid experience
to go with him on an expedition up the Orinoco River in search of
orchids. He wanted Cattleya mossiae particularly, and he had no
one who knew the plant. (It was a rarity in those days and they
wanted it because it was known to flower at Easter time.)

 After our outfitting, we went up the Orinoco River. Sixteen
of us began the expedition, but only eight of us came back !

“Later I made a trip up the river for myself. I had saved up
money of my own to make the trip to collect, C. mossiae. These
were beautiful plant clusters—twenty to forty pseudobulbs in a
cluster. I had six thousand C. mossiae that were all my own!
I was still on this collecting trip when the First World War broke
out, and I was called back to England. I went down to the sea
coast to get a ship to send these plants, but I couldn’t get space
for them. T finally got them on in a cattle hold and it cost me
something like $40.00 just to get them abroad. When I got to
England, all I could get for them was the equivalent of 50c. each.

“I was given a commission in the British Army and served
under the Colonial Secretary in Nigeria, British West Africa. I was
made Curator of the Agriculture Department at the Moore Plan-
tation at Baden. I taught the first class of Nigerian natives that
were instructed in agriculture in 1915.

“ Besides working at the agricultural station, we all had re-
sponsibilities out on patrol for the army. While T was there 1
collected about 6,000 species. (The patrols used to take about six
weeks ; I was commissioner in about a 160-square-mile area, where
I was responsible for life and death.) The species that I collected
were dried and sent to Kew. I would put them in paper and then
blotting paper, but even then they would mildew.”

The Warrens in California

Following World War 1, Mr. Warren came to Canada. It
was his intention to go to Australia. Instead he migrated to Seattle,
where he met his wife-to-be, Anita, who was then the Secretary-
Treasurer of a large nursery company. Their common interests
grew into greater appreciation of each other and they were later
married . . . and have continued their honeymoon in California.

“In 1927, a fellow I had worked with in England, at Sir
Trevor Lawrence’s place,* told Mr. J. A. Carbone, Sr., that I knew
orchids. In February that year, I was put in charge of Carbone’s
establishment up on the hill in the back of Berkeley. They had very
large plants in 10- and 12-in. pots but scarcely any flowers. The
glasshouses were so heavily shaded that T had eight men scraping

* Sir Trevor Lawrence, Pres. of the Royal Hort. Society, 1885-1913. Home
at Burford Court, Dorking. R.H.S. Journal, Vol. XXXIV, 1914, p. 514.



991

the glass. The first year after clearing the glass, we cut 22,000
beautiful Cattleya trianae flowers for Christmas! This was at a
time when the flowers brought $3.00 and $4.00 each.

““ Later on, Mrs. Warren and I bought our place in Berkeley,
California, from John Carbone, and we have been here, operating
our nursery, ever since. Saturdays and Sundays, we were occupied
continually from 10 o’clock until 5 by people who wanted infor-
mation about orchids. The result was that I spent the day talking.
They were here so much that Anita and I began to make notes on
what they asked about—the growing, whether it was necessary to
have a greenhouse—and all of the various items that the orchid
inquisitor wants to know about. The way we figured, we could
cover these topics best by writing a booklet for the orchid society.
The basic of it was a “ Digest * of our information and information
from others who knew how to raise orchids. This is briefly how
we began to think about the name for the magazine. I was corres-
ponding secretary for the Florist Exchange and was preparing a
weekly article on orchids for them and, since there was no source
of information on orchids locally, everyone thought the idea of a
magazine a good one.

“No one had been in an orchid society, and that is why it
was so spontaneous. The Orchid Society of California was formed
by a group of 34, but soon as many as 300 people started coming
to the meetings. We filled the meeting place—the coroner’s office
for Alameda County. Some of the people thought it was a bad
place to hold the meeting, but it did not cost us anything, and that
was a major consideration when we began to form the Society.”

Asked about flower evaluation in those early days (The Digest
began printing articles on point scoring as early as 1941), Mr.
Warren commented :

““ Quality of bloom was very definitely in our minds. T had a
very dear friend here whose name was Tom Kirkwood, and we
discussed this subject very early. T had been the judge at the San
Mateo Fiesta and he was also a judge at the first Alameda County
Flower Show. Fred Marsh was the Horticultural Commissioner
for California at that time, and was senior judge of the show. We
discussed at great length—Fred Marsh, Tom Kirkwood and myself
—the idea that we should work to get people to know the various
qualities of the flower and to evaluate them from a study of the
species and characteristics of the particular plant. Rolfe in his
Orchid Review stressed this point often. You see, the Royal Horti-
cultural Society’s Orchid Committee held judging classes every
other week at St. Vincent’s Square in London. These were truly
learning sessions in the finer points of orchid judging. I attended
these many times because I would go up with Mr. White to help
stage the displays of Sir Trevor Lawrence’s collection. I gained
quite a little experience in attending those discussions. At that
time the grower had to own the plant for three years before he
could assign a varietal name to his plant.

“ We were very interested in accurate nomenclature and tried
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diligently to get the necessary information to the people who
wanted to learn.”

These have been glimpses of the long and rich life of a very
important person in the history of orchids in California. But per-
haps Cyril and Anita Warren’s greatest contribution was the
enthusiasm that they put into the first issues of the Orchid Digest.
Without Cyril Warren’s persistence and determination, the Orchid
Digest would not exist.

NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA

E. Scarr (1967) wrote in during December that he has just
finished his final six subjects fer the N.D.H. He has also moved
to Durban. Quoting from his letter, he first mentions the interesting
photograph which we have published—* It was taken at an Eastern
Cape Districts Branch of the Institute of Park and Recreation
Administration meeting at Port Elizabeth. As the Old Kewites
covered such a long period of Kew training we thought that it
would be of use in the Journal. It covers a period of 46 years.

e

From left to right they are—F. J. Cook (1921) Retired Superinten-
dent of Parks, Port Elizabeth ; Mrs. J. Scarr (1967), at that time
Horticulturist in Port Elizabeth Parks; J. R. Sieben (1952) Super-
intendent of Parks, Queenstown; E. Scarr (1967), at that time
Horticulturist in Port Elizabeth Parks; Mrs. M. Werner (1944) ;
Mr. H. F. Werner (1943), Superintendent of Parks, King Williams
Town.
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“It was a very happy gathering, and quite strange to us to
hear of conditions at Kew in the 1920’s. It wasn’t all work and
no play then, even if they had to work harder and longer hours
than we do today. Actually there is another Kewite in our district
—J. D. Cameron (1953) of East London, but he was not there on
the day the photograph was taken. When you think of it, eight
Kewites from four Eastern Cape towns isn’t at all bad !

“ Since the photograph was taken we have moved up to Dur-
ban (600 miles up coast from Port Elizabeth). At the end of March
I took up the post of Senior Horticulturist and am gaining very
good experience. The plants which we do have up here are amaz-
ing in their diversity—it is like the Palm House, No. 9 and 10 plus
the orchids, without the glass, except that Azaleas do equally well
here as in the United Kingdom. For ground cover we use species
of—Pilea, Begonia, Peperomia, Setcreasea, Tradescantia, Impatiens,
Spathiphyllum and various Bromeliads, etc. Species of Draceana,
Dieffenbachia, Croton, Aphelandra, Sanchezia, etc., are used as
shrubby backgrounds to the normal bedding plants.

“ In Mitchell Park, the main ornamental garden in the district,
we had an excellent show of Daffodils and Tulips in the winter,
a mere 6 to 8 weeks after planting. The bedding in Mitchell Park
is constantly being changed, with everything being planted out
when in full flower and then being replaced in 3 to 4 weeks. What
an asset polythene bags are !

“The number of British people we have met remark—‘We had
no idea that South Africa was so beautiful and green ’. Granted you
can go into the Karoo and it is just like the Sherman Hoyte House,
but then it is such a vast country and has such a variety of vegeta-
tion. We have to go about ten miles from Durban and you are in
dense bush, mainly Strelitzia nicoloi up to 30 or 40 ft. tall, or if
you go north you come to sugar cane fields which stretch for over
100 miles for as far inland as the eye can see. One of our favourite
spots has Streptocarpus and Clivia miniata growing wild in dense
forest. The trip from Cape Town to Durban by road is really
worth the Inong drive as it is such an invigorating landscape.”

NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA

T. R. N. Lothian (1940), Director, Adelaide Botanic Garden,
referred in a recent letter to the planning and development of the
new 200-acre Botanic Garden in the Mount Lofty Ranges, about
15 miles to the east of Adelaide. The collections include North
Temperate and Sub-Alpine trees and shrubs, high veld material
from South Africa, California, some of the South American States
plants and certain sections of the Australian vegetation. He also
referred to a 35-acre property which has been taken over by the
Botanic Garden authority. It is famous for the excellence of its
South African and Australian plant collections.
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Mr. Lothian continued—“ To a lesser degree we are also
involved in redesigning the Adelaide Botanic Garden. This is now
over 114 years old and because of changed requirements, many
arbours and similar features which are very heavy on maintenance
are being replaced. In addition a tremendous amout of replanting
has taken place. Emphasis is being placed on sub-tropical and
arid species.”

Mr. Lothian has been appointed Chairman of a Commission
which is to look after the expanding national park service through-
out South Australia.

R. Hardie (1954). Mr. Lothian has sent in the news that Rob
Hardie has become deeply interested in religious matters and is
now studying full time with the Adelaide Bible Society. He is now
in his final year of a three-year course.

T. Whitehill (1962) is still a member of the staff of the Botanic
Garden, Adelaide, under Mr. T. R. N. Lothian, the Director. He is
Tree Advisory Officer and is responsible for five experimental plan-
tations. They vary in size, but were established many years ago
to test ornamental trees and shrubs which grow under natural
conditions within 14-18 inches of rain per annum. The results
are made available to various farm communities in the hope that
they improve their homesteads. He is also responsible for advis-
ing schools, progress associations and other organisations as well
as individuals within the country area regarding matters relating
to horticulture and the growing of trees and shrubs.

NEWS OF KEW

On page 902 of the 1968 Journal (Vol. VIII, No. LXXIII),
reference was made to the South African Flower Display on Open
Day, 4th May 1968. In an article of the Journal of the Botanical
Society of South Africa (55 :25-9 (1969)) there is some interesting
information about this exhibit. Some of the flowers were sent by
sea, others by air. Proteas were in both consignments.

The flowers for shipment by sea were picked on 11th April,
stored at 35° F. until 16th April, packed in polythene bags and
stowed on the ship’s deck at 32° F. They were discharged from
the ship on 29th April. There were thus 22-23 days between
packing and exhibition. The flowers sent by air were picked on
29th April, cooled to 50° F., packed in cartons and sent by air
on 30th April, arriving at Heathrow on 1st May. These results
confirm the sea transport of Proteacea no longer presents any major
problems and that many species can be successfully stored for up
to five weeks and still last well in a vase.

A similar collection was on display at Open Day in May, 1969.
This time all the material, representing over forty species, were
flown in specially for this exhibit.
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A fine specimen of Yucca elephantipes Regal (Y. guatama-
lensis Baker) was in flower in the Temperate House. The large
waxy-white flowers were on a spike which was over 30 ft. in length.

The fine coloured reproduction of a photograph Cornus alba
¢ Sibirica ’, the Westonbirt Dogwood figured on the cover page of
the December, 1969, issue of the R.H.S Journal, was taken by the
lakeside at Kew. The brilliant colouring is by no means exagger-
ated. The clumps are pruned down to ground level in the spring
of each year, just as growth is about to commence.

When the bookcases were removed in the old central library
of the Herbarium (Hunters House) as part of the reorganisation,
an old wallpaper was revealed. This was examined by Mr. E.
Entwisle, an authority on the history of wallpaper. He reported
that it was a modest two-colour wooden block wallpaper of the
1830’s. Probably it was put up in 1830-31 when the house was
made ready as a residence for the Duke and Duchess of Cumber-
land.

Miss M. Grierson put a number of her paintings on display on
the 18th and 19th November. The main reason for the exhibition
was to show the series and paintings of the species of Biarum. Mr.
Brian Matthews is interested in them as a group and nearly all
those illustrations on show were of plants which he had collected
on his trips to the Middle East. One of the aims of the exhibit
was to stimulate interest and to locate other species which might
be in cultivation. Indeed from this we learned that Rear Admiral
Furze had collected quite a number on his travels. In addition
some of her drawings of new and rare species of Socotran plants
collected by Mr. A. R. Smith were also on display in the 24 feet
of space allotted. Mention must also be made of the beautiful
paintings of orchids. These do not preserve well—in the plant press
they turn black, while they lose their colour in spirit. Miss Grier-
son provides an effective answer to this by painting any new species
which is received or comes into flower in the Orchid Houses.

Miss Grierson also painted the Certificate of Honorary Mem-
bership which was presented to Mr. Pearce and Mr. Sealy for their
services to the Guild.

Leisler’s Bat (Nyctalus leisleri Kahl) has again been found in
the Gardens (K.G.J. 1965, p. 560). Mr. R. B. Askquith-Ellis, on
4th January whilst felling the old Common Lime that used to hold
the bell, heard squeaks above the noise of the motor chain saw.
He then discovered two hibernating bats in a crevice and rescued
them. One was later identified by Mr. Michael Blackmore as a
male of this very local species.

During the summer of 1969, the South African Liaison botanist
at the Herbarium, Mr. E. G. H. Oliver, concluded his two years
in this country. He has been continuing his studies on South
African Ericaceae in particular. Taking his place is Dr. D. J. B.
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Killick who was previously at the Herbarium between 1954 and
1957.

The Australian Liaison botanist, Mr. A. S. George, left the
Herbarium at the end of 1968 after a year, and he was succeeded
by Mr. D. G. McGillioray, who will stay until the end of March,
1970. His particular interest is the genus Grevillea.

AWARDS

Sir George Taylor, Director, was presented with the Bradford
Washburn Award by the Museum of Science, Boston, Massachusetts
in October, 1969.

J. P. M. Brenan, Deputy Director, Keeper of Herbarium and
Library, has been elected to the office of President-Elect of the
Association for Tropical Biology for 1969-70.

T. H. Everett (1920) (President of K.G. 1966/67), awarded
New York Botanic Gardens Distinguished Service Award in recog-
nition of his many varied contributions to the Botanical Garden
and his long and distinguished career as a horticulturist.

E. W. B. H. Milne-Redhead, Deputy Keeper of Herbarium
and Library (President of K.G. 1968/69) was elected President of
the Botanical Society of the British Isles in May, 1969.

H. Taylor (1933) was awarded the M.B.E.—announced 14th
June, 1969.

R. E. Dean (1936) has been awarded the Efficiency Decoration.
(1964, Hong Kong.)
Dr. J. K. Ferguson (Senior Scientific Officer) was elected as

Honorary Secretary of the Botanical Society of the British Isles
in May, 1969.

R. C. Bauman (1962) granted a Master’s Degree in Orna-
mental Horticulture in the Longwood programme, in June, 1969.

A. Armony (1964) has passed Part 1 of the examination lead-
ing to the degree of M.A. in Landscape Design at Sheffield
University.

B. G. Thames (1961) awarded a Teaching Certificate of New-
ton Park College (University of Bristol) with a Distinction in Rural
Studies.

E. Baverstock (1954) Certificate in Landscape Design.

N.D.H. Final—A. J. G. Esmonde, Student (General Section) ;
J. Jones (1966), B. Frankland (1967) and M. Hart (1967) all Horti-
culture in Public Parks.

H. Van der Breggan (1961) N.D.H. (South Africa).

D.I.P.R.A, Final—B. Nash (1967), and R. Bowen (1966).
J. D. Higham (1963) in 1967.
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NEWS OF KEWITES

W. G. Andrews (1922), who took over as Curator of the Darrah
Collection, Manchester, in 1948, was previously Head Gardener
at Tresco, a post now held by J. D. Smith (1963). Mr. Andrews
has now retired.

A. Armony (1964) is enjoying life at Sheffield University despite
the fact that he is overworked. In September, 1969, he wrote—
“T thoroughly enjoy the studies and a jolly good course it is!”

R. A. Bee (1953) was promoted to the position of Director
of Parks, Manchester, on 6th May, 1969. Previously he was
Deputy Director of this Department.

P. S. L. Benton (1947)—a G.M.O. Tecl. with the Ministry
of Public Building and Works has finished his tour of duty in
Germany and is now working in the Lincolnshire, Rutland and
Northampton area.

J. Beswick (1967) is attending Manchester Polytechnic on a
Post-Graduate Landscape Course.

A. Balfour (1968) has left Worcester (Karroo Botanical Gar-
dens) and returned to Johannesburg Parks Department.

R. C. Bauman (1962) was appointed Horticulturist at Mt. Cuba
Botanical Park, Greenville, Delaware, U.S.A., in July, 1969. Previ-
ously he held the post of Assistant in the Education Department
at Longwood Gardens for six years. From 1967-69 he attended
the University of Delaware and in June he was granted a Master’s
Degree in Ornamental Horticulture in the Longwood Programme.
For his thesis he produced a work on ‘ Separating cultivars of
Juniperus horizontalis using Thin-Layer Chromatography . After
graduation he went on a three-week tour of Costa Rica as part of
the Longwood Programme. The emphasis was on tropical horti-
culture (see Awards).

J. B. Boulton (1956) was appointed Head of Department,
Rural Studies at Redbourne Secondary School, Herts, in Septem-
ber, 1962. Previously he held the position of Rural Studies Teacher
at Sittingbourne, Kent. He has now become a student for one year
at Reading University Institute.

A. A. Cavanagh (1923) has returned to this country from the
Argentine and has now taken up permanent residence in Cam-
borne, Cornwall.

B. Carter (1959) was appointed to the position of Landscape
Assistant at Land Use Consultants, 139 Sloane Street, SSW.1, on
31st March. Previously he held the position of Landscape Assistant
to the G.L.C. Parks Department for six years.
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A.J. W. Cheek (1929) retired from Manchester Parks Depart-
ment on 23rd December. We thought it would be fitting to publish
a copy of the Parks Committee resolution : —

“ That this Committee place on record their sincere apprecia-
tion of the long and faithful service rendered to the Corporation
over the past 40 years by Mr. A. J. W. Cheek.

*“ The Committee recall that Mr. Cheek entered the service of
the Manchester Parks Department as a Journeyman Gardener in
July, 1929, and after several promotions was appointed to his
present post of District Parks Superintendent at Alexandra Park
in 1946. As part of his duties he was responsible for the floral
decorations at civic functions in the Town Hall and other Corpora-
tion establishments and the Committee recall with pleasure the very
high standard of these floral displays. Mr. Cheek was also closely
concerned with the organisation of the Manchester Flower Show
and played a leading role in the staging of the Show.”

M. R. Cudd (1968) has been appointed as Arboriculturist to
the London Borough of Hounslow Parks Department.

R. E. Dean (1963) was appointed to the position of Regional
Grounds Maintenance Officer at the Ministry of Public Building
and Works Headquarters, Singapore, in October, 1965. Previously
he had held the position of Superintendent of Parks and Gardens,
Hong Kong, for 19 years. (See also Awards.)

B. W. D. Dodds (1961) left Newcastle in February and is now
with a firm of Landscape Architects in Canada.

S. Dyall (1968) wrote in recently giving details of his post as
Technical Assistant to Cheadle and Gately Urban District Parks
Department which he took up on leaving Kew in 1968. He and his
wife Linda are very happy in their new home and they have a
baby girl—Claire Beverley. His department is at present develop-
ing a new central park from old farm meadowland. Part of the
area of 90 acres is established park-land adjacent to an old manor
house (Brentwood Hall). This development, the plans for a new
nursery complex and work on tree preservation orders, keep him
busy.

D. J. Dyke (1961) was appointed to the position of Landscape
Architect to the Ministry of Transport in March. Previously he
held the position of Assistant Landscape Architect at Cardiff Parks
Department after attending the Parks Administration Course.

D. G. Edwards (1948) has retired as Manager of Toynbee
Nurseries, Sussex.

T. H. Everett has presented a copy of his latest book Living
Trees of the World to the Students’ Library at Kew. It is published
by Doubleday and Company Inc., New York. There are 350 illus-
trations, including 67 in full colour. These are superb.
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J. B. Gaggini (1963), who is a Grade III Adviser in the
N.A.A.S., has a special interest in Nursery Stock. Based at Guild-
ford, Surrey, he is called upon to give advice both locally and
nationally. He is also responsible for the N.A.A.S. Rose Rootstock
Evaluation Experiment at Merrist Wood.

G. M. Gaskin (1967) is happily engaged on commercial work
in Spain. This includes planning and one of the projects is the
development of a completely new nursery centre. He writes—
* Scenery in this part of the world is very nice. We have mountains
to the north of us ranging to 3,000 ft. and the house in which we
live overlooks the Mediterranean. On a clear day we can see
North Africa.”

L. Gibbons (1961) was appointed to the position of Parks
Superintendent to Dukinfield Borough Council, Cheshire, on 23rd
January, 1963. Previously he held the position of Foreman Gar-
dener at the City of Salford, Lancs., for two years.

C. Giles (1967) is enjoying life with his family in Malta where
he holds a posting under the Ministry of Public Building and
Works. He is on a three-year contract.

G. N. Graham (1967) wrote in during August from Newport.
With his wife Marion (1968) he is enjoying life. Newport, he
states, has three main parks, two of which are well furnished with
trees and shrubs. These two parks have natural streams.

Mrs. M. Graham (1968, née Miss M. Jones—see wedding
bells) is working at Cleppa Park Experimental Horticulture Station
where she is engaged on recording and general experimental work.

M. J. Griffin (1963) was appointed as Senior Horticultural
Assistant to the Parks and Gardens Department of the County
Borough of Brighton on 5th January, 1970. Previously he held
the position of Technical Assistant (Landscape), to the London
Borough of Bexley for four and a half years.

J. G. van der Breggan (1961) was appointed Senior Superin-
tendent of the Public Works Department, Rondebosch, Cape Town,
South Africa, on 1st June, 1969. Previously he was Assistant
Superintendent at Pretoria Parks Department. Mr. van der Breggan
was on leave in this country in the spring. In his present post he
is in charge of seven gardens including the Prime Minister’s. All
the gardens are part of a large estate which has a considerable
history attached to it. (See also Awards.)

Fann-Chin-Yong (1968). The last word we heard was that he
was busy on a display of bedding which had been arranged for
Princess Alexandra’s visit to Singapore. The scheme included the
use of Geraniums, Lobelias and Alyssum.
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H. Hall (1933) wrote in during March—*‘ My retirement keeps
me as busy as ever in my own garden of almost two acres ”. Mr.
Hall left Kew to take up the post of Curator of the very famous
Darrah Collection of Cacti and Succulents. He resigned from this
post in 1947 after demobilisation from the R.AF. and stayed at
Kirstenbosch until he resigned last year. He wrote—* A visit to
Tresco plus a year at La Mortola in 1931-32 helped me to decide
to live in ideal pleasant surroundings .

C. Hart (1966) was promoted to Field Technician at the
Department of Agriculture (Vegetable Research Station), Medina,
W. Australia, in May of this year. He wrote— ‘I married a Bide-
ford (Devon) girl in 1968. She was a schoolteacher. We emigrated
in December, 1968, and now have a son—Andrew James Hart.”

R. T. Harrison (1962) moved to West Bromwich as Deputy
Parks Superintendent in September, 1968.

J. D. Higham (1963) has been appointed Technical Assistant,
Stoke-on-Trent. (See also Awards.)

C. Hindmarsh (1968) is enjoying his course at Newcastle
University as a post-graduate. He was unable to take the N.D.H.
Final as the date conflicted with the birth of a son. Congratulations,
Mr. and Mrs. Hindmarsh.

H. R. Horsfall (1958) was promoted to the position of Deputy
Parks Manager at the London Borough of Brent in May. Previ-
ously he held the post of Chief Technical Assistant in the London
Borough of Bromley Department.

Dr. J. Hutchinson (1948) we are pleased to say is in very good
health and attends the Herbarium regularly. 9th April, 1969, was
the 65th anniversary of Dr. Hutchinson’s arrival at Kew. His
book—Evolution and Phylogeny of Flowering Plants (published
by Academic Press, London and New York, 170s.) was published
this year. The fine coloured illustrations on the cover are also the
work of the author. Dr. Hutchinson has written and illustrated
the book in further elaboration of his previously published works,
The Families of Flowering Plants. There are over 550 illustra-
tions.

P. Jakobsen (1957) has returned from Denmark. He has
been working with Eric Lyons on the Span Housing Scheme. Some
of his work is at Walton, at Byfleet and at New Ash Green, Kent.
He has now set up in private practice.

Dr. Keith Jones was appointed Keeper of the Jodrell Labora-
tory in succession to Dr. C. R. Metcalfe, with the rank of Senior
Principal Scientific Officer on 11th September, 1969.

Mr. F. P. Knight (1929), President of Kew Guild 1967/68,
retired from the post of Director at the Royal Horticultural
Society’s Garden, Wisley, at the end of last October, after holding
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the position for almost fifteen years. To mark the occasion, and
to wish Mr. and Mrs. Knight a happy retirement, a farewell gather-
ing was held at Wisley, attended by R.H.S. staff, members of the
R.H.S. Garden Club, and by Mr. James Bruce, who represented the
Edinburgh Royal Botanic Garden Guild. At this function, Mr.
Knight was presented with a cheque which had been donated by
his numerous colleagues throughout the horticultural world, by
his successor as Director at Wisley, Mr. C. D. Brickell.

T. D. Maitland (1910), President of the Kew Guild 1954 /55%,
wrote in during December with the news that he is now residing
with his son, Mr. D. I. D. Maitland, who is Britain’s Ambassador
to Libya. Once again Mr. Maitland is in Africa—he left Kew for
Africa in February, 1910, when he took over as Curator of the
Botanic Gardens, Calabar. He retired in 1931 after 22 years
Colonial Service.

W. Lewis (1964) has taken up farming with a relative. He
writes—* I don’t think that I will ever like working with sheep and
bullocks as much as I did with Rhododendrons and Camellias ™.

K. McCreadie (1929) was due to retire as Chief Parks Officer,
County Borough of Southend-on-Sea in April, 1970, a position
which he held for 18% years. He was previously employed as
Parks Superintendent at both Torquay and Hove. Earlier he held
the post of Deputy Superintendent of Parks and Cemeteries at
Bournemouth for nine years. Prior to this he was employed in
Manchester Parks Department after leaving Kew in 1929.

B. G. McKarry (1969), who commenced as a student on the
three-year course in October, unfortunately could not continue
owing to ill health. We wish him well in his new post as Landscape
Foreman at the Vine Nurseries.

O. D. McLaughlin (1966) has taken a post as Nursery Man-
ager with a new horticultural firm in Bermuda.

R. C. McMillan (1928). On the S5th May, 1969, Mr. R. C.
McMillan retired on age limit from the position of Director of
Parks in Manchester after 21 years service. He had received his
early training in Ireland, starting as a gardener’s boy before attend-
ing the Agricultural College at Glasnevin. On leaving College he
became a student gardener at the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew
and then started his Public Parks work with the Glasgow Corpora-
tion. At the age of 29 he became the youngest Parks Superintendent
when he took over this position for the Burgh of Airdrie. Later
he moved to a similar position in the Royal Burgh of Kirkcaldy
before coming to Manchester in 1948. At a function held at Platt
Fields Park Cafe on the 1st May Mr. R. A. Bee (1953), the
Director Designate, made a token presentation of a desk, garden
shed and garden table. Several members of the staff spoke in

* K.G.J. 1954, p. 176.
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appreciation of the work which he had accomplished in Manchester.
Mr. McMillan responded suitably and stated that his only regret
was that the Department was too big for him to have known all
the staff personally.

Dr. Charles Russel Metcalfe, President of the Kew Guild
1960/61, retired from the post of Keeper of the Jodrell Labora-
tory on 11th September, 1969. He attained the status of Keeper
in 1946 and was promoted to the rank of Senior Principal Scien-
tific Officer in 1954. On 20th August Dr. Metcalfe was presented
with a silver rose bowl by Sir George Taylor, the Director, on
behalf of his colleagues in the Herbarium, Museums, Gardens and
Director’s Office. At a private and informal sherry party at the
Jodrell at the end of his last day at Kew he was presented with
a portrait of himself drawn by Juliet Pannett and a cheque for
£100 as a mark of esteem from the Jodrell staff, research visitors
and close associates of the Jodrell. At this time Mrs. Metcalfe was
presented with a beautiful bouquet made for the occasion by
Mrs. Ursula Summerwell of the Decorative Department. On 15th
August Dr. and Mrs. Metcalfe flew to California and thus he was
able to attend the International Botanical Congress at Seattle. He
was Honorary Vice-President of the XIth International Botanical
Conference at Seattle. He has also accepted a Visiting Professorship
at the University of California, Los Angeles, from January-March,
1970.

A. J. Mitchell (1963) has been promoted to Divisional Super-
intendent, No. 2 Division, City of Manchester Parks Department,
from the post of District Parks Superintendent at Brookdale Park.

R. A. Nicholson (née Rachel Ann Floyer) wrote in recently—
“We are still living in Tanzania, where my husband works in the
Government Medical Service, at present in Mberza, near the
Zambian border. We now have four children, a boy and three
girls, aged 8-3. I manage to fit in a little horticulture sometimes
and since being in Tanzania have designed a small park in Moshi,
a hospital garden in Mtwara and am at present trying to improve
the Mbeza Hospital grounds. I am also managing to collect a few
plants for the East African Herbarium.

P. A. Nutt (1953) is enjoying life at Longwood Gardens,
Pennsylvania. With his own house he is busy trying his hand at
carpentry. In his own words — ‘ The Kew Guild meeting of
America in September was more lively than usual .

J. O@’Connor (1966) is now in charge of a rural studies depart-
ment at Wem, Shropshire. His aims are to build up the horticul-
tural unit and to landscape more of the school. On the studies side
he is including instruction on ecology and wild life, for the area
is an excellent one, being on the Welsh Border with mountains,
lakes and a large peat bog to add variety to the habitats within
reach.
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A. P. Paterson (195%) was promoted to Senior Lecturer in
Rural Studies and Education at Culham College, Nuneham Park,
Oxford, in September, 1967. Previously he had been lecturer at
Culham for five years.

A. Pedley (1959) was appointed as Parks Director at Royal
Leamington Spa on the 1st October, 1968. Previously he was
Science Master at Heamoor County Secondary School, Penzance,
for three years.

B. Penberthy (1967) was appointed to the position of Rural
Science Master at Heamoor County Secondary School, Penzance,
Cornwall, in September, 1968,

C. Popham (1964), who was the Head Gardener for the Univer-
sity of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, near Colchester, for over five years,
took the post of Assistant Superintendent of Grounds, Bristol
University in January, 1970.

George H. Pring (1906), Superintendent of Missouri Botanical
Gardens for over 50 years, now makes his home with Dr. and Mrs.
Russell Seibert. Dr. Siebert is the Director of the Longwood
Gardens and Mrs. Siebert is Mr. Pring’s daughter.

A. Rich (1967) was appointed as Technical Assistant to the
County Borough of Warley in June. Previously he held the position
of Assistant at Cardiff Parks Department, for six months after
attending the Park Administration Course at the Grotto.

A. V. Rippon (1956) left Durban Parks Department in Decem-
ber and is taking up private landscape work.

S. J. Roberts (1928) retired on 30th June, 1969, from the
position of Superintendent of Parks, Parc Howard, Llanelly, South
Wales. We wish him a long and happy retirement.

K. Robinson (1965) was appointed as Design Assistant to the
City of Liverpool Parks and Recreation Department in November,
1966. Previously he was Landscape Assistant for one year with
the City of Manchester Parks Department.

T. Sargeant (1912), President of the Kew Guild 1955/56, has
moved his home to live near his son where he is making a new
garden. He assures us that he and his wife, both nearly 80, are
enjoying good health. Mr. Sargeant sends his best wishes to all
younger generations now at Kew.

1. L. M. Shepherd (1968) was appointed to the position of
Assistant Architect at Skelmersdale Development Corporation,
Lancs., on 30th September, 1968. He also had the good news that
his wife, Rosemary, gave birth to a son just before he left Kew as
as a student.
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A. R. Smith (1967) was appointed Horticuitural Assistant at
the County Borough of Warley on 14th April, 1969. Previously he
was a student at the College of Parks Administration. Mr. and
Mrs. Smith now have a daughter, Catherine Ruth.

G. F. Smith (1968) secured the post of Curator of the Pukeiti
Rhododendron Trust, Okato, Taranaki, New Zealand. With his
wife, Sue, he spent three months in Auckland, where he was in
charge of a large tropical display house in the main park before
taking this post. They find the beauty and surroundings at Pukeiti
very exciting. He wrote—*“ If you can imagine 900 acres of rain
forest sitting between two ranges of hills, the sea to one horizon
and the volcanic peak of Mount Egmont five miles away in the
other direction, snow-capped all the year round, you will see what
attracted us to the place. I have never seen Rhododendrons grow
so well as they do here, with 130 inches of rain a year and only a
few frosts to contend with. We are very cut off here with 13 miles
from town and our nearest neighbours five miles away. We have
to go 1% miles for our mail ”. A worthwhile journey when Mr.
Smith finds his Journal waiting to be picked up !

Miss Elizabeth Stevens (1969) left Kew to join the N.A.A.S.
as trainee horticultural adviser (KGJ 1968, p. 891). She states
that Luddington Experimental Horticultural Station, to which she
is posted, is one of the largest experimental stations in the country
with 230 acres of top and soft fruit, vegetables, cereals and glass-
house crops. In her recent letter she continues—“ As a ‘new
entrant > I have visited other experimental stations, been on an
induction course (to find out exactly what 1 had joined and how
difficult it was to get out). The course I enjoyed most was the soft
fruit refresher course which was held at Cambridge. In the first
year of the training period I was regarded as supernumerary, there-
by having the opportunity of working with anything of interest as it
occurred. The Director gave me a project to do on lettuce herbi-
cides, which is where my limited knowledge of British weed flora
came in useful ! Other jobs have ranged from grading rose root-
stocks, placing temperature probes in a 70-ton red beet clump,
soldering thermo-couple wires, grading tomatoes, to drawing up
plans of experimental and soil maps, attending meetings and speak-
ing at Open Days, etc. I have enjoyed my first year back in com-
mercial horticulture and look forward to next year with great
interest ”’.

D. T. M. Storer (1959) took up the appointment of Deputy
Director of Parks to Wrexham Rural District Council on 17th
November.

Miss P. C. Tietze (1968) unfortunately had to give up her
studentship at Kew for health reasons. She is working with
Richmond Parks Department.

Mr. C. C. Townsend spent May in the U.S.S.R., including a
visit to Tashkent.
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J. Warrington (1962) is heavily involved with a monthly series
on Zambian wild flowers. He is supplying the text and colour
photographs. He holds the post of Landscape Designer with a
mining Company. He writes—‘ The main problem is water, or
rather lack of it during the dry period. The gardener becomes an
authority on irrigation and more important, conservation. The
compost heap is as important as one’s family almost, because the
oxidation of organic matter is rapid to put it mildly. Soils soon
become exhausted and dust if one ignores this .

P. E. Wilson (1966) took up the post of Supervisor of Gardens
at Messrs. Williams and Partners Croydon, Surrey, on 1st October,
1969. Previously he held the position of Assistant Nursery
Manager at Southend Parks Department for two years. (KGJ 1968,
p. 891.)

K. Woolliams (1963) who is Curator of Lae Botanic Gardens,
New Guinea, has recently spent some time in Japan. (Please see
Wedding Bells.) While there he found time to collect seeds of
several items for Kew.

NOTES ON THE BIRDS RECORDED IN THE GARDENS
AND VICINITY DURING 1969

Little Grebe, one pair bred during the summer with one in
the first brood, two in the second. Cormorant, one to ten seen
along the river and Syon Park tree-roost. Twenty-seven seen on
this roost on the 20th December. Herons were seen regularly
opposite to Isleworth Gate on the foreshore of Syon Marsh. One
was mobbed by Carrion Crows in the Palm House Pond area. Of
the Mallards, three-quarters of the young were lost through Carrion
Crows. Scaup, one drake seen from 19th-21st October. Tufted
Duck, only seventeen ducklings reared out of fifty hatched owing
to kills from Carrion Crows. Pochard, two broods seen. Canada
Geese, they did not breed in the Gardens.

Kestrels, a highlight, two well-grown young birds were seen
and heard calling for food on a dead beech in the Cottage Grounds.
Pheasant are at times plentiful and several broods were seen. The
average was three in a brood. A Woodcock was seen by Oak
Avenue on 9th April. Also two Common Sandpiper were seen
flying along the river to alight on the foreshore of Syon Marsh.
Moorhens and Coots are common on the lake and pond areas.
Lapwing have been seen flying over the Gardens from time to time,
alighting mostly on Syon Marsh. Approximately fifty flew over
Syon Marsh on 1st August. Later in the month there was a flock
of approximately one hundred and fifty in this area. but they were
disturbed by shooting.

The Black-headed Gull is numerous in winter on the Palm
House Pond. It has also taken to frequent the Large Lake. One
Herring Gull was observed between 15th-19th July making a good
living of the smaller fish on the Palm House Pond. One or two
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Lesser Black-back Gull were also seen in the spring and winter on
this pond.

Wood Pigeon is a common breeder while a Collared Dove was
seen and heard on 14th April. It flew from the Rhododendron
Dell toward Syon House. The Cuckoo was heard on 22nd May,
but it is becoming scarce in this area. One Tawny Owl used an
old Blackbirds nest at the back of Cumberland Gate. The Swift
bred in the vicinity of the Gardens.

The Green Woodpecker was much in evidence during the
spring and was heard calling in various parts of the Gardens.
Three immature birds were seen in the Cottage Grounds on two
occasions. The Greater-Spotted Woodpecker is believed to have
bred, being seen and heard frequently. The Lesser-Spotted Wood-
pecker made a brief appearance during October.

The Swallow hunted for insects over the Lake but the Sand
Martin was scarce, only a few being seen. The House Martin
breeds in the vicinity and over a hundred have been seen over the
Lake.

Carrion Crow are on the increase. Over sixty have been seen
on the foreshore by Isleworth Gate. Three Magpie were seen and
are believed to have nested in a Scots Pine by the Lake. In June
a young bird was seen but was later found dead. This is the first
record of the bird having nested in the Gardens. Jay, young broods
seen. Jackdaw, breeding in Richmond, have flown over the area.

The Great Tit breeds but the broods become depleted. The
Blue Tit is successful and the Coal Tit even more so. One Marsh
Tit was seen by the Temperate House during October. There were
at least two pairs of Long Tailed Tit while a group were also noted
in September and October.

The Nuthatch, Tree Creeper and Wren bred during the season.

Thrush, a good breeding year while the Mistle Thrush was
seen from time to time. Blackbird common. Redwing were noticed
flying, one or two hundred in a flock while they were seen and
heard in the Rhododenron Dell. Fieldfare were seen feeding on
berries in the neighbouhood of the Gardens while two flew over
the Dell. The Robin is a common breeder.

Reed Warbler, Willow Warbler, Chiff Chaff, Garden Warbler
and Black Cap have all been seen and heard in the river area.

Chaffinch, Bullfinch and Greenfinch are established as breeders
and it was noticed that with the latter that they became more
numerous where hop manure is used as mulching. Family parties
of Goldfinch were feeding in Herbaceous Borders in the autumn,
while Linnet frequented the King William Temple area. One Reed
Bunting was heard in the reeds on Syon March. Hawfinch nested.

Other birds seen were Goldcrest, Spotted Flycatcher, Pied
Wagtail and Grey Wagtail. Of course, Starling and Hedge Sparrow.

A. F. MitcHELL, Garden Constable ; official Bird Observer.
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PLEASE, SIR, MR. KING

During the late 18th century and early 19th century a great
amount of loam was transported to Kew Gardens, for Kew, as we
know it today, was only just taking shape. Most of this loam came
by barges belonging to the Layton family of Kew Bridge Wharf,
Old Brentford.

In the account books for Kew Gardens preserved at the Public
Records Office it is recorded that Mrs. Martha Layton was paid
£2 15s. for lighterage of a barge of loam from Teddington on
February 4th, 1804.

Q. C. and Edward Walford relate the following story about
the Layton family in Kew : Past and Present (1884). The year was
1776, when King George 111 was living at the White House and
accustomed to taking a walk along the nearby Thames haling-way.
It was here that he was accosted by a little boy who asked him
if he would want his father for lighterage. But let the authors take
up the story : —

““ Please, Sir, Mr. King, I mean, father is, sir—is Mr. Thomas
Layton, and he is the King’s bargeman, you know, and please,
sir . . .77 It was his mother’s birthday and she was going to his
Aunt Sally’s to tea, but would not go without his father.

The narrative continues with the King saying : —

““So you are Tom Layton’s son and heir, eh ? eh ?°

‘Yes, sir, Mr. King ; and I'm Tom, too.’

‘Oh! And how old are you ?’

‘Nearly nine. Your little boy, Edward, is just my age, mother
says.’
“Well, look here, Tommy’, resumed his Majesty, smiling,
‘you may go and tell your father that I shall not want the barge
today ; neither will the Queen. . . . Run along now, little man, and
ask your mother to make you very tidy, and come to the Palace
at ten o’clock, and I will take you to see the Queen. Perhaps Her
Majesty might find mother a birthday present.’ >

The narrative concludes with young Tom meeting the Queen
at the Palace (the White House).

A later member of this family—another Thomas Layton—
will always be remembered for building up the finest collection of
Celtic and Roman relics ever made in this country.

He was known to every bargee and wharfman on this stretch
of the Thames, so that practically everything found was first taken
to him. To ensure that he was in the forefront for news of any
finds he paid well for these treasures.

He had hoped to found a museum at Brentford after his death
in 1911, but this was never found possible. For a long time this
huge collection was stored in tea-chests at Brentford Public Library,
but it has now been removed to the London Museum. Let us
hope it will not be long before these relics have been conserved and
studied and put on public view. JoHN L. GILBERT.
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GARDENS POLICY

The following explanation of Gardens policy written by Mr.
Shaw, the Curator, appeared in the May copy of Newsletter. As
a response to his suggestion that it would be of interest to Guild
Members, we publish his account in full. This account was in-
tended as an answer to the rumours of the Gardens closing.

“Where Have All the Flower Beds Gone”

Sunday Times, April 27th, 1969, page 58. Maurice Wiggin
in *“ Television > says: ‘How culpably frivolous, how irrespons-
ible and capricious, how peripheral and self-indulgent . . .”

He may well have been speaking of the situation at Kew
which has prompted some local people to ask ““Kew Gardens to
Close ? and ““What IS going on ? ”; a situation which on Sun-
day interested the national press sufficiently to question the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

Apart from the evident and innocent changes occurring in the
Gardens, upon what knowledge do the enquirers and others out-
side of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, base their fears ? Have
members of the R.B.G. staff, individually unsure of policy, com-
mented irresponsibly abroad ? How else can rumours, and rumours
they are, arise ?

What precisely has happened in the last season or two ? Very
briefly, but still precisely (I am ready to qualify or amplify any
statement made here, on request), a number of small, fussy, irrele-
vant, badly conceived, badly sited flower and shrub beds have been
removed, and a number of diseased, spent or replicated shrubs
and trees scrapped. Apart from such routine garden operations—
for remember a good garden must always be in a dynamic and
never a static state—one major alteration, the removal of the
Clematis Wall was carried out. The decision to remove the Wall
was reached after some years of deliberation and ultimately because
this feature failed horticulturally and botanically and as it was not,
in the eyes of experts, a creditable part of the Kew landscape, this
was the logical outcome.

Mr. Everyman thinks he is a gardener these days (thanks in
part to Percy Thrower and television) as he feels competent to
resolve world problems like Vietnam, Biafra, immigration, and
the balance of payments, but how mistaken he is! Gardening has
become a scientific and highly industrialised business and there are
problems and pitfalls not evident to the ill-informed critic.

Modern techniques brought about by economic pressures and
diminishing numbers amongst loyal and skilled craftsmen demanded
mechanisation and automation. It is therefore essential to modify
the Gardens to maintain the high standard of cultivation expected
of Kew, and to fully exploit available mechanical and automated
processes. Small, fussy, often incongruous beds have no place in
a modern large garden, except perhaps in very special and specialist
areas (e.g. Palm House front, the precincts of the Conservatory and
the new 17th Century Garden) where the strict formality of plant-
ing schemes has some alliance with the architecture nearby.
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Large motor mowers cannot negotiate small circular or rect-
angular plots and the grass edges of such beds, requiring regular
attention during the growing season, and the soil they contain, reach
astronomical figures when considered, work-study-wise, in lengths
and areas. How many miles of lawn edges are kept clipped at Kew
and how many acres of flower beds are weeded and cultivated by
hand ? But how much can they be reduced in this age of doubt-
fully skilled and highly priced labour ? Are there in fact sufficient
skilled staff at Kew to which such work can be entrusted, where a
skilled gardener is obviously underpaid in an age where high
wages are the order of the day ? These are but a few of the
questions to be asked—and answered—from an economic view-
point.

Consider now the aesthetic angle. On no occasion, despite all
the ““ despoliation ”” has there been lost in Kew a single species or
cultivar. There have always been replicates elsewhere in the
Gardens, and generally, if not always, in better condition and more
intelligently sited than the specimens destroyed.

Any landscape architect will insist that scale plays a most
important role in garden design. The larger the garden the grander
and bolder the scale, and surely there was no consideration given
to scale when the beds now grassed down, and many more existing
beds—in the Azalea Garden for instance—were created. Where
were the protests when vistas were impeded, and when these intru-
sive beds were cut into spacious lawns thereby fragmenting them
into less worthy and meaningless segments of grass ? There is
often a need for flower beds or shrub borders, but they must not
be sited to offend the eyes. A reasonably sited border may easily
become grossly out of place as surrounding vegetation matures
and then it must be abandoned or altered.

“Kew Gardens ” have recently been described as ““ a unique
spot > and there are many others who would agree with this
comment, but what makes Kew unique ? In the presence of Wisley,
the Savill and Valley Gardens, Kensington Gardens, Regents and
St. James’ Parks, and many other notable pleasure gardens it
certainly is not its formal bedding schemes, its rose beds, its
seasonal displays of pelargoniums or tulips, or indeed the prolifer-
ation of small flower and shrub beds. Surely it is the fact that
Kew is primarily a scientific establishment with a rare and vast
collection of living scientifically interesting plant material. At
least that is the Gardens’ claim for its share of Kew’s fame. Again,
to answer local fears about the gardens * visited by people from
all the world over ”, Kew’s universal appeal lies primarily in its
scientific collection of tropical, sub-tropical, and temperate plants
including such specialised sections of the plant kingdom as the
orchids, cacti and succulents, palms, and ferns, its unique and
much studied collection of herbarium material, the wealth of
knowledge recorded in the Library, the information and expertise
provided by research teams in the Jodrell Laboratory, the rare
and fascinating acquisitions of the Museums, the antiquity of the
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establishment, and in a secondary way the aesthetic appeal pro-
vided by fine buildings, lakes, vistas and glades amongst un-
common plants and trees.

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, are first and foremost a
scientific establishment. They have by tradition an amenity role
to play to British and overseas visitors but the collections them-
selves provide amenity features if they are well grown, sited, dis-
played and documented.

The association of species like Arbutus spp., Gaultheria
shallon and Mahonia aquifolium (‘‘ Strawberry Tree ”, * Shallon ”’
and ““Oregon Grape” to the lay) in the borders near King
William’s Temple, from an aesthetic point of view, can hardly be
bettered, unless by the delightful and much admired combination
of Hamamelis spp. and Pachysandra terminalis nearby. These are
fine examples of scientific material aesthetically well placed ; ex-
amples which contribute with such features as the Palm House,
Heath Garden and the Japanese Gateway to the description
““ unique ™.

I am convinced that the Gardens’ functions are threefold : to
provide material for scientific study; educational exhibits; and
ornamental features, in that order, and that the scientific material
which should not exclude certain hybrids and cultivars can be
adapted to cater for all tastes. Adaptations and changes are in-
evitable in any garden and those now in dispute have the full
authority of the Director and are merely continuing the policy
which has been followed for years. Let our critics begin to worry
when there are no changes about which they can comment.

R. L. SHAW, Curator.

THE RUMOUR CONCERNING THE CLOSURE
OF THE GARDENS

During the early part of the year reports and rumours were
freely circulating that the Gardens were to be closed to the public.
The following account of the development of this extraordinary
rumour appeared in the Gardens Newsletter for June, 1969 : —
In our May edition we referred to the reports which had been
circulating about the closure of the Gardens and the fact that a
month later they are still around indicates both how deep rooted
they were (perhaps still are) and how gullible people can be. The
onslaught of questions directed to Kew has been quite extraordinary.
It has been said that a Surrey local paper—not in this immedi-
ate district—first came out with the story some time ago but it was
not until March that we at Kew became aware of the rumour when
a group of local people wrote to ask for information about changes
in the Gardens. Organisations such as Kew Gardens quite fre-
quently are the subject of strange and erroneous talk and the
inquiry was treated as any other of the like with a firm denial.
Towards the end of April a local organisation distributed
in the district a leaflet which, while quoting our denial of
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the rumour, seemed to suggest that some doubt still remained—
at least it appears that was the general interpretation. On Sunday,
27th April, the rumour came into the open, one national news-
paper giving it front page coverage. It was an extraordinary article
of a type likely to be accepted as fact and stating that the Govern-
ment was considering closing Kew within five years and transferring
our research departments to another centre.

By lunchtime that morning our Ministry had issued an official
denial which was broadcast on the B.B.C.s one o’clock news
bulletin while Kew staff both at the Gardens and at home dealt
with press and other inquiries with the same firmness, but the
rumour had got a hold and the Ministry’s and Kew’s denials fell
on stony ground. The flood of protests, inquiries, demands and
suggestions began.

On Wednesday of that week a categorial denial was given by
the Minister in the House of Commons but this received little
publicity outside partly since, because of an industrial dispute, the
national newspapers were not printed on the following day.

The protests took almost every imaginable form. Questions
in Parliament were put, the names of the Leader of the Opposition,
a Government Whip and our local Member being included among
them. Inquiries were directed to the Minister and a Petition was
presented to H.M. The Queen on the subject. The Conservatives
were exhorted to fight the Government’s proposals tooth and nail.
These all found their various ways to Kew through the appropriate
official channels and were duly handled in accordance with proto-
col. At the other end of the scale correspondence, telephone
inquiries and personal protests appeared from all conceivable
persons and organisations. There was the old-age pensioner who
claimed to have heard on the radio that Kew was to go over to
growing vegetables to feed the starving Indians. Her main interest in
the matter seemed to be that she should be sent any plants we
should be disposing ; she would pay postage. Then there was the
person who, also referring to the world food shortage, put the
suggestion that in order that they could work on the spot the Kew
scientists should all be moved to Central Africa! (The Editor of
Newsletter categorically denies that he inspired that letter!) Pro-
test meetings were called to which Kew officials were asked to be
present.

As May proceeded we hoped the Royal visit would have a
salutary effect and people would appreciate the absurdity in
believing a rumour that Kew was to close at the same time as the
Queen was opening a new feature in the Gardens and an extension
to one of our scientific departments, but two days after this event
one of the big motoring organisations asked to be told when (not
if) the Gardens were to close down. The Director received a letter
of inquiry from an M.P. and the following week the matter was
raised in the House of Lords. And so it goes on. On the 23rd May
the closure of Kew in favour of vegetable growing was mentioned
in the B.B.C. “ Any Questions” programme and no doubt the
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subject will drag on for some months. In the meantime the report
has been quoted in New Zealand.

There has been one bright aspect to this matter. Throughout
the weeks we have been supported by the fairness of our local
press. The subject was news and it was their duty to report it
fully, and report it they have, but all along they have refrained
from any inclination to make journalistic capital out of the story.
Our denials have been given prominence and the rumours handled
in the manner their nature warranted. The subject has caused
genuine distress to many people, particularly the elderly, and our
local press deserve credit for the way they have handled the whole
business.

In conclusion, just in case you still have any doubts, Kew is
not going to be closed to the public and neither are our scientific
colleagues going to be sent to darkest Africa. Attractive though
the latter idea may be at first sight we like them really and we
should miss them !

REPORT OF THE GARDENS' DEPARTMENT

(We regret that we are not able, through lack of space, to publish
the full report)

The Gardens’ Enquiry Olffice

The Gardens’ Enquiry Office at Kew (perhaps more popularly
known as the ‘ Curator’s Office”’) has now been permanently
manned for just over two years by staff intended to deal with the
many telephone, written and personal enquiries directed to it;
and it is to be hoped that the establishment of the post concerned
will already have lightened the burden on Assistant Curators and
their staffs previously borne by them, when public enquiries had
to be channelled direct to their departments. It is one aspect of
the work of the Enquiry Office to stop all but urgent and personal
telephone calls from going any farther, and, except when calls are
put directly to Assistant Curators from the switchboard, the depart-
ments of the Gardens should no longer be troubled by minor
questions from members of the public and other establishments.

The number of letters sent out to the specialist horticulturists
for their expert advice is also gradually being reduced, as indexed
cultural instructions are compiled from replies to public enquiries ;
but the corollary of providing an efficient answering service to the
public is that more people come to hear about it, and the actual
numbers of enquiries of all three types consequently show a con-
siderable increase. The following table of numbers does not
include letters or telephone calls dealt with personally by the Cur-
ator or Deputy Curator :

Horticultural (and directly related) Enquiries

) .. Personal enquiries dealt
Letters sent Telephone enquiries with (visitors from
out answered by telephone outside Kew)
1968 ... 1,750 842 294

1969 ... 1.958 1,303 409
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Non-horticultural enquiries during 1969 have amounted to
366 visitors from outside Kew (season tickets, commercial repre-
sentatives, people with appointments with various members of
staff, etc.) ; 312 general telephone calls from outside ; 626 internal
personal enquiries (members of staff coming into the office for
some assistance or information); and 1,700 telephone calls from
within Kew : there have also been 800 calls outwards from this
office. (These figures taken at 22.12.1969.) The writer of this
article has picked up the telephone over 4,100 times this year,
and is still without a telephone on his own desk!

J. KEESING.
Decorative Department

One of the major undertakings by this Department was the
completion of the Queen’s Garden for the official opening by Her
Majesty The Queen on the 2nd May (see full account in special
supplement).

A considerable amount of work and alteration has taken
place in the Duke’s Garden. The Lilac border has been renovated
and the Hellebore collection improved by the removal of large
numbers of self-sown seedlings of doubtful parentage, replacing
these with correctly named species. Further planning which will
improve the appearance of this delightful area will also allow
easier access for tractor and trailer. The installation of pop-up
sprinklers will save time and labour.

Labour saving changes have been considered an essential
feature of present and future planning within the department.
Thus a number of rose beds have been removed along the peri-
meter of the Rose Garden while an extension of the metal edging
facilitates maintenance. The installation of an irrigation system
on the beds on either side of the Broadwalk has been completed
and has been in use for one season.

Some alterations including paved areas has been made in
No. 4, the Conservatory House, in order to smooth the flow of
traffic and to reduce the numbers of pot-grown plants without
detracting from the overall display.

The developments in the Lower Nursery continue as this
becomes a major glasshouse area. A large and modern boiler
house has been completed and is in use to serve this area while
a new accommodation building is planned for erection during this
winter. If all goes according to plan the scheme will be com-
pleted next year when the remainder of the scheduled glass-

houses are erected. B. HALLIWELL, Assistant Curator.

The Temperate and Palm House Department

In an effort to make the best use of labour by introducing
efficient and useful systems of automation an irrigation system
is being installed. A new pumped rain water supply has been
installed to each of the ten beds with additional taps. It is intended
to fit sprinklers to this new system and when complete, the
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laborious task of watering beds and damping-down manually
will become outdated and unnecessary.

During the summer a propagation programme was put into
effect in order to replace the old pot plants standing on the
benches and gratings. Many of these plants have become un-
sightly as the result of continuous pruning which has been neces-
sary to restrict them to the space available.

There has been some reorganisation of the large plants grow-
ing in the beds. Among the specimens planted out were Pandanus
lais, Pandanus utilis, Cocos nucifera and Pritchardia pericularum.
Among the interesting plants which have been put into larger
wooden tubs were Encephalartos longifolius, Encephalartos lemannii
and Cycas siamensis.

Of the plants which have flowered during the year is Gardenia
thunbergii, a species which blossomed in the Palihouse in June
for the first time. Theobroma cacao, a mass of flower only set one
pod. Among the Cyads, Dioon edule and Dioon pectinatum both
produced cones while a female specimen of Encephalartos hilde-
brandtii was actually induced to set seed. A male plant of this
species flowered first and the collected pollen was stored in the
Jodrell Laboratory and used to pollinate the female which flowered
a month later.

Temperate House

One of the major developments has concerned the erection of
a permanent exhibition stand in the South Octagon. Here, in co-
operation with the Museums Department, Herbarium and Jodrell
Laboratory, displays will be set up which require actual growing
conditions which do not prevail in the museum buildings. The
first exhibit opened on the 1st December, 1969, and was entitled
“Plants and Their Environments ™.

As in the Palm House, irrigation systems are being installed
and perfected with the intention to reduce the time spent on manual
watering and damping down as much as possible.

Changes are taking place in the Temperate House Pits in
order to modernise this section which has to cater for the needs
of the Palm House as well as the Temperate House. The old low
pits have been demolished, making way for improvements includ-
ing an extension to the existing large house and a new ‘““ Frampton-
Ferguson Q22 ”, single span aluminium house, 73 ft. x 23 ft. This
will be installed with automatic ventilation, capillary benching and
M.B.F.R/U (mercury-vapour) lamps.

C. M. ERSKINE, Assistant Curator.

Tropical Department
Tropical Pits
The process of modernisation continues and four more houses
have been fitted with capillary bench watering. Experiments have
also been carried out with a glass substitute in order to find a
means of reducing the cost of replacing broken glass, but so far
these are inconclusive.
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T. Range and Orchids

Theft-proof glass panels have been installed in the Sherman
Hoyte and Insectivorous houses to protect the collections on the
stages which in the past have suffered from the attentions of a
section of the public. The South African Ericas have been moved
from the Cape House (No. 7) and are now planted out in a land-
scaped setting in the cool end of the old Economic House (No. 12).
House 7 is now furnished mainly with Gesneriaceae and some of
the epiphytic members of the Cactaceae. Use has been made of
trellis-like structures and simulated “ cliffs ”. In the course of time
the remodelling policy will be extended to the neighbouring houses
8 and 9 where orchids will be displayed under more natural con-
ditions. House 11 (next to the Victoria amazonica tank) is at
present being laid out in a landscaped style to house the collections
of Bromeliads and Hoya spp., the former are at present in
House 1.

Ferneries

In order to meet the needs of an ever-growing collection and
to replace the old pits in the Ferneries yard, a large Frampton-
Ferguson house (Type M.44) is being erected in the lower nursery.
This house measures 44 ft. x 98 ft. It is to be glazed with diffusing
glass which it is hoped will provide a better environment for the
ferns. It will let in the same amount of light but it scatters the
rays and does not increase the leaf temperature as much as would
clear glass.

The heating system in House No. 1 is being modified and this
involves conversion to small bore piping from the old 4-inch type
and the installation of circulating pumps and motorised valves.

It is divided in three compartments (55° F, 65° F and 75° F)
each fitted with separate environmental controls, viz. automatic
heating, ventilating, damping, and watering as well as mist propa-
gation and artificial light (MBFR /U lamps).

Dispatch Section

Over the past three years the work handled by this section has
gradually increased and over 200 parcels have been sent out, mainly
to overseas establishments.

Protective Clothing

Dangerous chemicals are sometimes used to combat pests and
diseases. A new type of protective clothing is in use to give the
operator complete protection, not only to the body but to the lungs.
Essentially the equipment is made up of an air-conditioned blouse
and hood. The air is pumped to the operator through a plastic
hose from a mobile electric pump which is positioned outside the
house. The operator also has plastic trousers and gum boots with
rubber gloves to protect the hands. This equipment was illustrated
in use on the front cover of the Gardeners’ Chronicle and referred
in December, 1969.

S. W. RAWLINGS, Assistant Curator.



1016

Alpine and Herbaceous Department
The Rock Garden

With the completion in 1968 of the reconstruction work which
greatly enlarged the planting area of the south-east side of the
rock garden, only the section on the south-west side remained of
the original limestone. Much of this required a great deal of
urgent work if it was to be maintained successfully.

There was and still is no possibility of the work of rebuilding
in sandstone being able to continue in the near future. Over the
whole section the soil was in a poor condition and much of it
infested with two very pernicious weeds Calystegia sepium and
Sonchus arvensis. Therefore it was decided the only practical
approach to the problem was to clear the site and grass it down
for a reasonable period, with the object to eradicate these trouble-
some weeds.

During this winter resoiling of areas, constructed some ten or
more years ago is well in hand. The value of this can be seen on
areas reconstructed during the last four years. Here can be seen
a flourishing group of Carlina acanthifolia, a plant we have tried
for many years to establish and this applies to many other plants.

Chalk Garden.

For many years the problem of deep rooted pernicious weeds
such as Convolvulus arvense, Campanula rapunculoides, Cirsium
arvense and Polygonum cuspidatum has been an acute one
on this chalk bank, such that any reasonable standard of main-
tenance has become impossible, and many of the true chalk plants
have been lost. The use of herbicides apart from being impractic-
able, has not given any measure of success. There was no
alternative but to clear the site and follow the same procedure as
in the rock garden. Some of the chalk-loving plants have been
saved, and will be replanted as soon as it is evident that the weed
problem is under control.

The Natural Order Beds.

The primary role of a Botanic Garden is to build up and
maintain a genetic pool of plant material. As such it should
preferably be from a known wild locality, supported by full and
adequate records. Much thought and work is now being directed
to achieve this ideal over a relatively short period of time.

Alpine House.

By gentle forcing, some twenty species of Fritillaria in pans
were brought into flower by the end of March, enabling us to make
a much appreciated contribution to a co-operative exhibit of the
genus staged by the Lily Group of the Royal Horticultural Society
at Vincent Square on 1st and 2nd April, 1969.

The Alpine Yard.
As a great deal of time and labour is absorbed by hand
watering, especially duri